
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 18, 2026 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Sunday School classes begin at 10:45am and Adult 

Bible Class at 11:00 am. 

 

 

 

 

                      THE BEGINNING OF THE END – IT’S TIME TO 

OFFER FORGIVENESS 

  

When you know that the end is approaching, what’s the most important thing you can do? 

Some would say that the vital thing is to concentrate on your relationships.  

The most important part of your personal relationship with God is the forgiveness of sins 

you have through faith in Jesus. The most important thing you can offer the most 

important people in your life is forgiveness. The beginning of the end is a good time to 

put the Lord’s Prayer into practice and forgive as you have been forgiven.  
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HYMN: GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND 774 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

Amen. 

 
 

1008 Gloria (Amer) - NETTLETON 

1 Glory be to God in heaven, 

    peace to those he loves so well. 

On the earth let all his people 

    speak his grace, his wonders tell: 

Lord, we praise you for your glory, 

    mighty Father, heaven’s King; 

hear our joyful adoration 

    and accept the thanks we bring. 

 

2 Only Son of God the Father, 

    Lamb who takes our sin away, 

now with him in triumph seated— 

    for your mercy, Lord, we pray: 

Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 

    Savior, you are God alone 

in the glory of the Father 

    with the Spirit, Three in One! 
Text: Michael A. Perry 

Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that 

your church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 
 

FIRST READING  DANIEL 1:3–21 
3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the 

king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4young men 

without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well 

informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to 

teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5The king assigned them a 

daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three 

years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 
6Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. 7The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 

Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 
8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 

asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had 

caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10but the official told Daniel, 

“I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he 

see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my 

head because of you.” 
11Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days: Give us 

nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13Then compare our appearance with 

that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with 

what you see.” 14So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 
15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any 

of the young men who ate the royal food. 16So the guard took away their choice food and 

the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 
17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds 

of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 
18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief 

official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he found 

none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 
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20In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he 

found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 
21And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Psalm 96D Sing to the LORD, Ye Distant Lands  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts 

Tune: English, adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SECOND READING  ROMANS 13:1–7 

 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 

except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by 

God. 2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God 

has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold 

no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free 

from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4For 

the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for 

rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to 

bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 

authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 

their full time to governing. 7Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay 

taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

Alleluia. In Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power 

and authority. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 22:15–22 

 15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16They sent 

their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you 

are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 

You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17Tell us 

then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 

 18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying 

to trap me? 19Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 
20and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

 21“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

 Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what 

is God’s.” 

 22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated  
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HYMN: PRAISE THE ALMIGHTY; MY SOUL, ADORE HIM 619 

 

 

SERMON on ROMANS 13:1–7 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: O LORD OF NATIONS 773 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: FORTH IN YOUR NAME, O LORD, I GO 739 


