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At Abiding Word
We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach,).
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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Sunday School classes begin at 10:45am and Adult
Bible Class at 11:00 am.

THE BEGINNING OF THE END - IT’S TIME TO
SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER

Sometimes people get braver when they realize they are nearing the end. They speak
things they couldn’t or wouldn’t say before, even to the powerful, because they realize
they have nothing to lose.

The message of repentance and forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death on the cross has
many powerful enemies. Sometimes those enemies are religious people, rebellious spirits
and heretics. Sometimes those enemies are people of this world who worship their own
personal desires and glory in their shame.

It doesn’t matter how powerful the enemies are. God persists in speaking his truth and
drawing our eyes to his Son, who will help us persevere to the end and speak truth to
power.



HYMN: IN YOU IS GLADNESS 513

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

1008 Gloria (Amer) - NETTLETON
1 Glory be to God in heaven,
peace to those he loves so well.
On the earth let all his people
speak his grace, his wonders tell:
Lord, we praise you for your glory,
mighty Father, heaven’s King;
hear our joyful adoration
and accept the thanks we bring.

2 Only Son of God the Father,
Lamb who takes our sin away,
now with him in triumph seated—
for your mercy, Lord, we pray:
Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
Savior, you are God alone
in the glory of the Father
with the Spirit, Three in One!

Text: Michael A. Perry
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and
soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 5:1-7

'T will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a
vineyard on a fertile hillside. *He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he
looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.

3Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. *“What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?
When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?

SNow I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its
hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled.
I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow
there. [ will command the clouds not to rain on it.”

"The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of
Judah are the vines he delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for
righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80A: SHOW YOUR FACE Psalter pg 408




SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 3:12-21

12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but
I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. *Brothers and
sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, *I press on toward the goal
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

SAll of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. '*Only let us live
up to what we have already attained.

17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you
have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. '®For, as I have often told
you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of
Christ. °Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 2°But our citizenship is in heaven. And we
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, >'who, by the power that enables
him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they
will be like his glorious body.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:33-43

33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the
vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. **When the harvest time
approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.

33“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a
third. 3*Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants
treated them the same way. *"Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my
son,’ he said.

38“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.” **So they took him and threw him out of
the vineyard and killed him.

40“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?”

#“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will
rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest
time.”

#Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

#“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and

given to a people who will produce its fruit.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



HYMN: LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD
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SERMON on PHILIPPIANS 3:12-21

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN 890

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 927




