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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 

513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee.  Sunday School classes begin at 10:45am and Adult 

Bible Study at 11:00am. 

 

 

 

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS 

REAL REPENTANCE LOOKS DIFFERENT 

 

It might be expected for someone to look sorry when they are caught doing something 

wrong. You might even see tears and hear words of apology. But you might not be 

surprised if the shock of being caught wears off and so does the intensity of the 

repentance.  

Real repentance looks different. God doesn’t want us to simply go through religious 

motions like some sort of show. God’s desire is that our repentance would demonstrate 

sincere sorrow over sin. It might be unexpected, but God wants us to see the grace and 

forgiveness he has shown us in Christ, and in response, to love him back deeply and 

sincerely.  

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 512 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, merciful Father,  

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.  

In what I have done and left undone,  

I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.  

I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

I am truly sorry for my sins. 

I repent of them. 

I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

Silence for meditation 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

Cleanse me from my sins. 

Release me from my guilt. 

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

 

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, 

God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.  

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Glory Be to God on High  
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 

hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

FIRST READING  EZEKIEL 18:1–4, 25–32 

 1The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you people mean by quoting this 

proverb about the land of Israel: 

“ ‘The parents eat sour grapes, 

 and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 

 3“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this 

proverb in Israel. 4For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike 

belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die. 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way 

unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26If a righteous person turns from their 

righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have 

committed they will die. 27But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they 

have committed and does what is just and right, they will save their life. 28Because they 

consider all the offenses they have committed and turn away from them, that person will 

surely live; they will not die. 29Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ 

Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

 30“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own 

ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin 

will not be your downfall. 31Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and 

get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32For I take no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   25B I LIFT MY SOUL TO YOU  

 

 

 

 
Text: para. William Miller; Jaroslav Vajda, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text: © 1991 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
Tune: Public domain 
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SECOND READING  PHILIPPIANS 2:1–11 

 1Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and of one mind. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 

Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others. 

 5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6Who, being in very nature God, 

 did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 

own advantage; 
7rather, he made himself nothing 

 by taking the very nature of a servant, 

 being made in human likeness. 
8And being found in appearance as a man, 

 he humbled himself 

 by becoming obedient to death— 

  even death on a cross! 
9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. God wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

Alleluia. 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:23–32 

 23Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these 

things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 

 24Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell 

you by what authority I am doing these things. 25John’s baptism—where did it come 

from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 

ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are 

afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 

 27So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

 Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 28“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

 29“ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

 30“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 

will, sir,’ but he did not go. 

 31“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

 “The first,” they answered. 

 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you to show you the way 

of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

 

 

HYMN: AT THE NAME OF JESUS 547 

 

 

SERMON on PHILIPPIANS 2:1–11 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 

we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: I COME, O SAVIOR, TO YOUR TABLE 670 

 

Stand 

 

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant 

 Lord, now you let your servant 

depart in peace according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of your people Israel. 
  Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.   Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: LORD, HELP US WALK YOUR SERVANT WAY 737 


