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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Adult Bible Study at 11:00am. Sunday
School will resume in September.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

WHAT MAKES CHRISTIANS DIFFERENT
CHRISTIANS ANSWER DOUBT WITH FAITH

Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, doubt is always lingering. Doubt asks the
serpent’s garden question, “Did God really say?” People doubt God’s care, God’s
promises, or God’s providence.

The answer to doubt is not found in loud, dramatic demonstrations. The true answer to
doubt is found in the still small voice of our Savior God whispering to us in his Word.
Through Word and sacrament, Christ reaches out to us with nail-scarred hands, proof of
his great love. Jesus gently says, “Why did you doubt?”” Our faith is restored. Christians
answer doubt with faith.



HYMN: I LOOK NOT BACK 815

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father,

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.
In what I have done and left undone,

I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.

I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.

I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.

Silence for meditation
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake,
God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son 1 and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Glory Be to God on High
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being
ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what you want done; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 19:9-18

There he went into a cave and spent the night.

And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

"He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites
have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with
the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”

""The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord,
for the Lord is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. '*After the earthquake came a fire,
but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. *When Elijah
heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the
cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

“He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites
have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with
the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”

5The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of
Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. '®Also, anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed
you as prophet. '7Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha
will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. ¥Yet I reserve seven thousand in
Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed
him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING ROMANS 8:28-39

2And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. ?°For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers and sisters. **’And those he predestined, he also called; those he
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

3'What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us? **He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? **Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. *Who then is the one who
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. **Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? *°As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. ¥For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, *’neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your minds on things above,
not on earthly things. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 14:22-33

ZImmediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him
to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. *After he had dismissed them, he went
up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, **and the
boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the
wind was against it.

23Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. **When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and
cried out in fear.

*"But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

B“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

2¢“Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward
Jesus. *°But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord,
save me!”

3'Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,”
he said, “why did you doubt?”

32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. *Then those who
were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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SERMON on MATTHEW 14:22-33



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

JJ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J CWw 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on
the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him,
we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J) O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION

HYMN: JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR 659

Stand

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant
Lord, now you let your servant
depart in peace according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of your people Israel.

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. Text: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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984 A Vicious Storm, A Raging Sea
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ter - nal plan, the one who is both God and man.
pow’r di - vine, Christ Je - sus gave his life for mine.
per - se-vere, to drive a - way my fool - ish fear.

5 A boat, a storm, adrift again, they marshaled all their strength in vain.
They saw the Lord; “A ghost!” they cried, and, sinking fast, one almost died.
But he who walked out on the sea saved them from great catastrophe.

6 Lord Jesus Christ, when storms arise on you alone I’ll fix my eyes.
Through Word and water, bread and wine, I hear you saying, “You are mine!”

Your promises are strong to quell all fear of harm and death and hell.
Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963

Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

Text: © 2009 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908

Tune: Public domain

12



