
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 23rd, 2026 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 

513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Adult Bible Study at 11:00am.  Sunday 

School will resume in September. 

 

 

 

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS 

THE SON OF MAN IS GOD 

 

Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” It’s the most important question in the world, and it 

is a question every human being must answer. The expected answer may be dead wrong. 

Some in Jesus’ day thought he was John the Baptist. Some thought he was the prophet 

Elijah who had come back from the dead. Today plenty of people believe that Jesus 

existed. They think that Jesus was a wise teacher or a role model for love. Both answers 

are expected. Both miss the main point.  

Jesus is a real human being, the Son of Man. He is also Lord and Savior, the Son of the 

living God. This unexpected truth is the core of saving faith.   

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 563 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, merciful Father,  

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.  

In what I have done and left undone,  

I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.  

I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

I am truly sorry for my sins. 

I repent of them. 

I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

Silence for meditation 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

Cleanse me from my sins. 

Release me from my guilt. 

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

 

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, 

God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.  

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Glory Be to God on High  
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be 

the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and 

steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

FIRST READING  EXODUS 34:5–9 

 5Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed 

his name, the Lord. 6And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, 

the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness, 7maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. 

Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children 

for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” 

 8Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9“Lord,” he said, “if I have 

found favor in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked 

people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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138A Your Praises, God, I’m Bringing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle 

Tune: Heinrich Isaac 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 

Tune: Public domain 
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SECOND READING  ROMANS 10:5–13 
5Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who 

does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not 

say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or 

‘Who will descend into the deep?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what 

does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the 

message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11As Scripture says, “Anyone who 

believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:13–20 

 13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

 14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

 15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed 

to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he 

ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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510 In Christ Alone 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 

Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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SERMON on MATTHEW 16:13–20 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 

we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR 659 

 

Stand 

 

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant 

 Lord, now you let your servant 

depart in peace according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of your people Israel. 
  Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.   Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 

that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE CHURCH’S HEAD 861 


