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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Adult Bible Class at 11:00 am.

WHAT MAKES CHRISTIANS DIFFERENT
CHRISTIANS TRUST GOD TO PROVIDE

The hardest times to trust God are the times we need him most. It’s easier to trust God
when your job is going great, your health is fine, your relationships are fine, and your
family is good. It’s easier to trust God when the sun is shining, but what happens when
your life is suddenly overshadowed by dark days?

When tragedy strikes, we may wonder if God continues to care for us. At those times,
Christians do not despair like those who have no hope. Instead, Christians focus on
certain foundational facts. We are chosen and adopted as God’s dear children. God
provides us innumerable spiritual blessings and promises us an eternity of peace and joy.
If we recognize those spiritual blessings, how can we doubt that God will give us
everything we truly need at the right time? Christians trust God to provide.
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and
willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us
those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and
mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 17:1-6

"Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the
God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few
years except at my word.”

*Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: *“Leave here, turn eastward and hide
in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. You will drink from the brook, and I have
directed the ravens to supply you with food there.”

3So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the
Jordan, and stayed there. ‘The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and
bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 136A: YOUR LOVE IS NEVER ENDING Psalter pg 735




SECOND READING EPHESIANS 1:3-10
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. “For he chose us in him before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love *he predestined us
for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and
will— ®to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. "In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace ®that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, '°to be put into effect when the times reach their
fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ROMANS 8:32
Alleluia. He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not
also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 14:13-21
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. '“When
Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
SAs evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote
place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages
and buy themselves some food.”
16Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
17“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
18“Bring them here to me,” he said. ?And he directed the people to sit down on
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the people. *They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 2! The number of those who ate was about
five thousand men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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SERMON on MATTHEW 14:13-21

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated
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Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated
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