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At Abiding Word
We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach,).
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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Adult Bible Class at 11:00 am.

THE CHURCH IS FOR ALL PEOPLE

“All are welcome!” Is that true at our church? Or is church meant only for people of the
right heritage who behave the right way, “good church folk™? Is it conceivable that a
stranger could walk into church unexpectedly and for some reason you would ask
yourself, “What is someone like that doing here?” Or perhaps you ask that question about
yourself. “There seem to be godly people here. I’'m not like them.

Do I really belong?”

Today Jesus shows us that the Church is for all people. All of us—regardless of age,
ethnicity, gender, or social status—have the same problem of sin. And we all have the
same Savior. Anyone who comes to Christ’s Church and cries out “Lord, have mercy!” is
welcome.



HYMN: CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE 914

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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Tune: NETTLETON
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Text: Michael A. Perry

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908

Tune: Public domain




THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, in Christ you bring people from near and far into the fellowship of your
church. Open our eyes to your saving plan, and move us to embrace all who seek your
salvation so that we may rejoice together at the banquet of your love; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 56:1,6-8
IThis is what the Lord says:
“Maintain justice and do what is right,
for my salvation is close at hand
and my righteousness will soon be revealed.
®And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord
to minister to him,
to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it
and who hold fast to my covenant—
"these I will bring to my holy mountain
and give them joy in my house of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house will be called
a house of prayer for all nations.”
5The Sovereign Lord declares—
he who gathers the exiles of Israel:
“I will gather still others to them
besides those already gathered.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 67E: O GOD, SHOW US YOUR MERCY Psalter pg 335
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SECOND READING EPHESIANS 2:13-22
3But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near
by the blood of Christ.

“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, *by setting aside in his flesh the law
with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, '°and in one body to reconcile both of them
to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. !"He came and
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. '*For
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

YConsequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of his household, 2°built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 2!In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. *And in
him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his
Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 15:21-28

?'Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. **A
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have
mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”

BJesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him,
“Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”

2*He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”

2The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.

**He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

Y“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
master’s table.”

28Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.”
And her daughter was healed at that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



HYMN: THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION 855

SERMON on MATTHEW 15:21-28

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: O CHURCH, ARISE 870

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST 860




