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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Adult Bible Class at 11:00 am.

SAY IT OUT LOUD

The Season after Pentecost features what Christ teaches, and Christians in every vocation
are encouraged to say it out loud. The truths of God’s Word are good for the soul, useful
for life, and more reliable than anything else in the world. Watch out for false teachers
who come with wise sounding words and pious promises, but who do not base everything
on the Word of God! Give thanks to the Lord for faithful servants in the ministry of the
gospel and those who support them!

GOD LOVES SINNERS

They never forgot their past. Moses never forgot how he killed a man in a fit of anger. Paul
never forgot how he had savaged the Church of God. Matthew never forgot how, as a tax
collector for the Roman Empire, he was considered a traitor to his people.

But God forgot their past. He forgave all their sins and called them to proclaim his mercy.
Christians are sinners whom God has mercifully called. Only mercy can explain why Jesus
brings people to faith and promises them salvation. Only grace can explain how he calls
them to serve as they are able, even in the ministry of the gospel. God loves sinners.



HYMN: THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE 613

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

936 All Glory Be to God Alone
3 Lord God, our King on heaven’s throne, our Father, the Almighty One,
O Lord, the sole-begotten One, Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son,
true God from all eternity, O Lamb of God, to you we flee.

4 You take the whole world’s sin away; have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
You take the whole world’s sin away; O listen to the prayer we say.
You sit at God’s right hand each day; have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

5 You only are the Holy One; o’er all things you are Lord alone.
O Jesus Christ, we glorify you and the Spirit, Lord Most High;

with him you evermore shall be one in the Father’s majesty.
Text: tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483—1546, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908



THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost.
Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear his call and follow him by faith that we
may feast with him forever in his kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING EXODUS 3:1-15

"Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. *There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. *So Moses
thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

*When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”

And Moses said, “Here I am.”

>“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where
you are standing is holy ground.” °Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because
he was afraid to look at God.

"The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their
suffering. ®So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk
and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites. >And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the
Egyptians are oppressing them. °So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

""But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?”

2And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I
who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain.”

BMoses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I
tell them?”

4God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.” ”
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5God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you.’
“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 8E: O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW MAJESTIC Psalter page 34

SECOND READING 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

12 thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered
me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. *Even though I was once a blasphemer and
a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and
unbelief. *The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus.

SHere is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. '*But for that very reason I was
shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense
patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal
life. ""Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners. Alleluia.



GOSPEL MATTHEW 9:9-13

°As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and
sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. ''When the Pharisees saw this, they
asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

120n hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the
sick. ’But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE 578

SERMON on EXODUS 3:1-15



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: I AM TRUSTING YOU, LORD JESUS 816

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 923




