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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Adult Bible Class at 11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

SAY IT OUT LOUD

The Season after Pentecost features what Christ teaches, and Christians in every vocation
are encouraged to say it out loud. The truths of God’s Word are good for the soul, useful
for life, and more reliable than anything else in the world. Watch out for false teachers
who come with wise sounding words and pious promises, but who do not base everything
on the Word of God! Give thanks to the Lord for faithful servants in the ministry of the
gospel and those who support them!

LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL

Not all love is good. It is self-destructive to love bad things. It is just as harmful to love
good things in a bad order. For example, it would seem to be a good thing for a man to
love his dog. But if he loves his dog more than he loves his wife, his “love” for both is
disordered. For love to be healthy, it needs to be properly ordered.

Christians love the people whom God has placed into their lives. But when those people
desire something that God does not desire, Christians love and serve God above all.
Properly ordered love leads us to be faithful to God and his Word. We love God above all
because he first loved us.



HYMN: IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 614

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father,

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.
In what I have done and left undone,

I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.

I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.

I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.

Silence for meditation
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake,
God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son 1 and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with
all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in
your care; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING EXODUS 32:15-29

SMoses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant
law in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. '°The tablets were
the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.

7When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There
is the sound of war in the camp.”

Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is
the sound of singing that I hear.”

“When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger
burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of
the mountain. 2°And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in the fire; then
he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it.

*'He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such
great sin?”’

22Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these
people are to evil. *They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to
him.” 2*So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.” Then they gave me
the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”

ZMoses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get
out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. *So he stood at the
entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me.” And all the
Levites rallied to him.

*"Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each
man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the
other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.” ” 2The Levites did as Moses
commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. *Then Moses said,
“You have been set apart to the Lord today, for you were against your own sons and
brothers, and he has blessed you this day.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



27B O LORD, You Are My Light Psalm 27B
1 O LORD, you are my light and my salvation near;
then who will cause me fright or fill my heart with fear?
While God my strength, my life sustains,
secure from fear my soul remains, secure from fear my soul remains.

2 My one request has been and still this prayer I raise,
that I may live within God’s house for all my days,
God’s glorious beauty to admire,

and in his temple to inquire, and in his temple to inquire.

3  When troubles round me swell, when fears and dangers throng,
securely I will dwell in his pavilion strong.

Within the shelter of God’s tent

he hides me till the storm is spent, he hides me till the storm is spent.

4 Uplifted on a rock above my foes around,

amid the battle shock my song shall still resound.

Then joyful off’rings I will bring;

the LORD God’s praise my heart shall sing, the LORD God’s praise my heart

shall sing.
Text (st. 1): Psalter, 1887, alt.; (sts. 2—4): Psalter, 1912, alt.

Text: Public domain

SECOND READING 1 TIMOTHY 6:11-16
"But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. '“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the
eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. *In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of
Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I
charge you "“to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord

Jesus Chris

t, 15

which God will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and only

Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, '®who alone is immortal and who lives in
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might
forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 10:34—42
3%“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to
bring peace, but a sword. *For I have come to turn
“ ‘a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—

3%a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’

37“ Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. *Whoever
does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Whoever finds their life
will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.

40<Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. *'Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive
a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will
receive a righteous person’s reward. **And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not
lose their reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: COME, FOLLOW ME, THE SAVIOR SPAKE 702

SERMON on EXODUS 32:15-29



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
Stand



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Gracious Father in heaven, every good gift we have comes from your generous hand.
You have provided for our bodies and souls, for our congregation, and for the spread of
your gospel in this place. We come before you with grateful hearts as we set our offerings
toward your work among us in the year ahead.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We thank you for the faithful stewardship of those who have gone before us in this
congregation, and for the resources you continue to provide through the gifts of your
people. Keep us mindful that all we have is yours, and that we are only stewards of what
you have entrusted to us.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As we consider the ministry plan and budget set before us today, give wisdom to those
who lead this congregation, and give a spirit of cheerful generosity to all who call this
church home. Help us never to give grudgingly or out of obligation, but freely, trusting
that you who have given us your Son will not fail to provide for every need of body and
soul.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless the ministries this budget supports: the preaching and teaching of your Word, the
instruction of our children and youth, our outreach to the lost, and our care for one
another in times of need. Use these offerings to bring souls to faith and to strengthen
believers in that faith until Christ comes again.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember also those struggling with want, whether of material resources or of faith
and hope. Provide for them according to your gracious will, and use your church as a
means of your provision in their lives.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Guide our synod, our district, and the called workers who serve in this congregation and
around the world. Give them faithfulness in their callings, and provide the resources
needed to train the next generation of pastors, teachers, and staff ministers.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Finally, we entrust to you all our cares for the future, knowing that you who clothe the
lilies of the field and feed the birds of the air will not forget your own children. Quiet our
anxious hearts, and fix our eyes on the treasure that does not fade — the forgiveness of
sins and life everlasting won for us by Christ.

Amen.



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:

JJHOLY, HOLY, HOLY J CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J) O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION

HYMN: SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS 663

Stand

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant
Lord, now you let your servant
depart in peace according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of your people Israel.

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. Text: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT 876
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