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We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach,).
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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Adult Bible
Class at 11:00 am.

HE LIVES TO BE THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would have to wonder if he wasn’t just a human
being. If my last view of him is a criminal crucified on a cross, he would look like
someone to be rejected. He couldn’t even help himself, much less anyone else!

But he lives, and it makes a difference. He is the only way to heaven. This gospel
message is the most inclusive message in the world. The benefits of the resurrection of
Jesus are meant for every man, woman, and child who has ever lived.



HYMN: ALLELUIA! LET PRAISES RING 481

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

939 O LORD, OUR LORD
Refrain O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

1 Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;

you make us pure and holy in your sight.

You did not spare your only Son,

but gave him up for us all. (Refrain)

2 O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
you came to live with us;

you made your Father known;

you washed us from our sins in your own blood.

You are the King of glory; you are the Lord! (Refrain)

Text: Christian Worship, 1993
Text: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908



THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what
you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world,
our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING ACTS 4:8-12

$Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the
people! °If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man
who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, °then know this, you and all the
people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but
whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. ''Jesus is

“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’

12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given

to mankind by which we must be saved.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 118A This is the Day the LORD Has Made

Refrain
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This is the day the Lorp has made, let us re-joice and be glad!

e
e

— - . N S S — -
Tt T

This is the day the LorD has made, let us re-joice and be glad!
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The LORD is my strength and / my defense;
he has become my sal- / vation.
The LORD’s right hand is / lifted high;
the LORD’s right hand has done / mighty things!
I will not / die but live,
and will proclaim what the / LORD has done. Refiain

I will give you thanks, for you / answered me;
you have become my sal- / vation.
The stone the builders re- / jected
has become the / cornerstone;
the LORD has / done this,
and it is marvelous / in our eyes.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refiain




SECOND READING 1 PETER 2:4-10

*As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God
and precious to him— Syou also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. SFor in Scripture it says:

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”
"Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”
8and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were
destined for.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light. 1°Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. Alleluia.

GOSPEL JOHN 14:1-11

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am
going there to prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. *You know the
way to the place where I am going.”

SThomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we
know the way?”

®Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. "If you really know me, you will know my Father as well.
From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

%Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’? '’Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?
The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living
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in me, who is doing his work. !'Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: WELCOME, HAPPY MORNING
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SERMON on ACTS 4:8-12

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated
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Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated
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