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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Adult Bible
Class at 11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE?
HE LIVES TO BE MY GOOD SHEPHERD

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would have to choose my own direction in life. I would
be terrible at it, because, like a sheep, I can generally see only what’s in front of me at the
moment, and I get myself into trouble. It is especially difficult for me to look far into my
future as planned by Jesus. If he had not risen from the dead, I would be on my own.

But he lives, and it makes a difference. I have the reliable direction of the Good
Shepherd. He feeds us with his Word. He protects us from the roaring lion, Satan. He is
leading us into the green pastures of eternal life. For centuries, the Church has observed
this Fourth Sunday of Easter to celebrate that Jesus lives to be our Good Shepherd.



HYMN: BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Almighty God, merciful Father,

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.
In what I have done and left undone,

I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.

I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.

I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.

Silence for meditation

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake,

God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in

the name of the Father and of the Son { and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HYMN: THIS IS THE FEAST
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep.
Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your
Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING ACTS 2:42-47

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. **Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and
signs performed by the apostles. **All the believers were together and had everything in
common. “*They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. “*Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, “’praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: Isaac Watts, alt.

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, ed. William Walker

Text and tune: Public domain




SECOND READING 1 PETER 2:19-25
YFor it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering
because they are conscious of God. 2’But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating
for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is
commendable before God. 2! To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
22“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made
no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. **He himself bore our
sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by
his wounds you have been healed.” »For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now
you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.



GOSPEL JOHN 10:1-10

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. *The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they
know his voice. *But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” ¢Jesus used this figure of speech,
but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.

"Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. *All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not
listened to them. °I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will
come in and go out, and find pasture. °The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 552

SERMON on ACTS 2:42-47



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
Stand



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Loving Shepherd of the sheep, fill us with contentment and confidence during this season
as we celebrate your Easter victory. You laid down your life for the sheep and then rose
again to assure us that you give us eternal life.

Good Shepherd, save us.

Strengthen our faith to follow where you lead, to the green pastures of your Word, the
quiet waters of our baptism, and the gracious table of your body and blood where our cup
overflows with your forgiving love. Guide us to find in you the gate that leads to safety
and good pastures.

Good Shepherd, lead us.

Guard and protect us from those who want to lead us astray and snatch us out of your
hand. Give us courage to fight against the devil and wisdom to recognize false teachers.
Lead us to honor and follow those you have called to shepherd your flock, the Church.
Good Shepherd, guide us.

Let your rod and your staff comfort us and all your sheep in times of sickness and
sadness and especially when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. [We
include in our prayers today... here name the person and the cause of the petition.] May
we find in your redemption and your Father’s resolve the unbreakable promise that we
will dwell in your house forever.

Good Shepherd, console us.

Move us to reach out to sheep who are not yet a part of our sheep pen but whom you have
claimed as your own. Give us your passion to search for the sheep who are lost and lead
us to rejoice when they have been found.

Good Shepherd, inspire us.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We thank you for all the blessings we have gained from your goodness: family and
friends, wealth and health, work and leisure. Give us wisdom to long for and cherish your
more precious gifts, your Word and sacraments, so that your goodness and love may
follow us all the days of our life.

Good Shepherd, hear us. Amen.



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:

JJHOLY, HOLY, HOLY J CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION

HYMN: AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 675

Stand

951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant
Lord, now you let your servant
depart in peace according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of your people Israel.

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. Text: Public domain

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: OH, HOW GOOD IT IS 731
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