
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2026 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Adult Bible 

Class at 11:00 am. 
 

EXACTLY WHAT I NEED – GOD KNOWS EVEN WHEN I DON’T 

 “I didn't know I needed that” is a common expression of surprise and realization. It 

suggests that something, whether it’s a piece of information, a lesson learned, or a 

newfound understanding, has come to light and is now recognized as being essential or 

valuable, even if it wasn’t previously apparent.  

 

Lent is the season of the Church Year when I recognize my greatest needs. During Lent, I 

realize that in Christ all my greatest needs are met. God knows what I need even when I 

don’t have any idea. The Holy Spirit makes it clear, week after week, that if I lack Christ, 

I have nothing. But if I have Christ, I have exactly what I need. 

 

 

SIGHT 

 I recognize that I am spiritually blind when I don’t know Jesus. I cannot see the world as 

it really is. I am tempted to see what is harmful as good, and what is good as 

meaningless. I cannot see the danger that lurks behind every temptation. I realize that 

Jesus gave physical sight to the blind. But he also gives me spiritual vision. He said, “I 

am the light of the world.” He comes to shine his light into my darkened eyes so that I 

see him and live.  
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HYMN: JOYOUSLY I’LL PRAISE MY SAVIOR 611 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and 

showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love 

you sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 42:14–21 
14“For a long time I have kept silent, 

 I have been quiet and held myself back. 

But now, like a woman in childbirth, 

 I cry out, I gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste the mountains and hills 

 and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools. 
16I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 

 along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 

I will turn the darkness into light before them 

 and make the rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them. 
17But those who trust in idols, 

 who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ 

 will be turned back in utter shame. 
18“Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see! 

19Who is blind but my servant, 

 and deaf like the messenger I send? 

Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, 

 blind like the servant of the Lord? 
20You have seen many things, but you pay no attention; 

 your ears are open, but you do not listen.” 
21It pleased the Lord for the sake of his righteousness 

 to make his law great and glorious. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



5 

 

PSALM 27B O LORD, YOU ARE MY LIGHT  

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Psalter, 1887, alt.; (sts. 2–4): Psalter, 1912, alt.       Tune: John D. Edwards           Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

SECOND READING  EPHESIANS 5:8–14 

 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 

of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and 

find out what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, 

but rather expose them. 12It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in 

secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 

illuminated becomes a light. 14This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



6 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

GOSPEL JOHN 9:1–7,13–17,34–39 

 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

 3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 

the works of God might be displayed in him. 4As long as it is day, we must do the works 

of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I 

am the light of the world.” 

 6After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put 

it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means 

“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on 

which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the 

Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the 

man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep 

the Sabbath.” 

 But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 

 17Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It 

was your eyes he opened.” 

 The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

 34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 

us!” And they threw him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 

 36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

 37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

 38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

 39Jesus said,“For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see 

and those who see will become blind.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
 

HYMN: CHRIST IS THE WORLD’S LIGHT 515 
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SERMON on JOHN 3:1–17 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.) 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: AMAZING GRACE 576 

 

Stand 

 

How can we thank you, Father, for allowing us to worship in your house today! We have 

heard the promises of your love in the gospel. We have praised you, confessed you, and 

prayed for your blessings. We have been strengthened by the witness and worship of 

others. Keep our faith strong as we live out the tasks of our lives, take away our doubts 

and fears, and give us courage to share the good news of your Son wherever we go and 

however we can. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: O SON OF GOD, IN GALILEE 765 

 


