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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Adult Bible
Class at 11:00 am.

EXACTLY WHAT I NEED — GOD KNOWS EVEN WHEN I DON’T
“I didn't know I needed that” is a common expression of surprise and realization. It
suggests that something, whether it’s a piece of information, a lesson learned, or a
newfound understanding, has come to light and is now recognized as being essential or
valuable, even if it wasn’t previously apparent.
Lent is the season of the Church Year when I recognize my greatest needs. During Lent, I
realize that in Christ all my greatest needs are met. God knows what I need even when I
don’t have any idea. The Holy Spirit makes it clear, week after week, that if I lack Christ,
I have nothing. But if I have Christ, I have exactly what I need.

FAITH
I recognize that I need to be saved. When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of
God,” that included me. I do not deserve God’s blessing. But long ago, God declared that
I would be blessed by a descendant of Abraham who turned out to be Jesus. The blessing
is salvation. I receive that salvation by faith in Jesus as my Savior. The good news is that
faith is also God’s gift, imparted to me through the gospel.



HYMN: HIS ROBES FOR MINE 568

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION Cw 155
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be
our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross
and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now
and forever.

Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING GENESIS 12:1-8

'The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will show you.

2¢I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3] will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”

“So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. *He took his wife Sarai, his nephew
Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran,
and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

®Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. "The Lord appeared to Abram and
said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who
had appeared to him.

8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the
name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 504: GOD THE LORD, THE KING ALMIGHTY PSALTER PAGE 259

SECOND READING ROMANS 4:1-5,13-17

"What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh,
discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something
to boast about—but not before God. *What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

*Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an
obligation. "However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the
ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise
that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by
faith. "“For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise
is worthless, “because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no
transgression.

6Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. '7As it is written: “I have
made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

GOSPEL JOHN 3:1-17

"Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are
a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if
God were not with him.”

3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
they are born again.”

*‘How can someone be born when they are 0ld?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

SJesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. *Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
gives birth to spirit. "You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born
again.” 5The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

%“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

1Y ou are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these
things? !"Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. '’I have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly
things? *No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the
Son of Man. “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, '*that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ’For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE 570




SERMON on JOHN 3:1-17

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: GOD LOVES ME DEARLY 583

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: ALL IS WELL 802




