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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.   

 

CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN 

“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, with music composed by Franz 

Gruber.  

 

The carol was first performed on Christmas Eve in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, 

Austria. Legend says the church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to compose a simple guitar 

accompaniment. Subsequently accompanied by many instruments and translated into many 

languages, the text paints the picture of the incarnation. The last phrase is repeated, so in the 

second stanza we hear it twice: “Christ the Savior is born!” Every word of that phrase is 

significant, and every line of the Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved 

hymn to ponder the profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas.  

 

 

THE DAWN OF REDEEMING GRACE 

We continue the Christmas celebration of the dawning of the light of all mankind. When the sun 

rises, we can see things that we haven’t seen before. When Christ the Savior is born, the light of 

new revelation breaks over the world. When the Son rises, we can clearly see the grace of God, our 

Redeemer.   
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HYMN: JOY HAS DAWNED 352 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 

HYMN: GOD’S OWN SON MOST HOLY 321 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived 

among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 61:10—62:3 
10I delight greatly in the Lord; 

 my soul rejoices in my God. 

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

 and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

 and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 

 and praise spring up before all nations. 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, 

till her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

 her salvation like a blazing torch. 
2The nations will see your vindication, 

 and all kings your glory; 

you will be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the Lord will bestow. 
3You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, 

 a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 148D Alleluia! Praise the LORD  

 

 

 
 

 
Text: Stopford A. Brooke 

Tune: Refrain tune: Hal H. Hopson; Verse tune: French 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers Refrain tune. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 

Tune: Public domain (Verses) 
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SECOND READING EPHESIANS 1:3–18 
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him before the 

creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us for adoption 

to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6to the praise of his 

glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8that he 

lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9he made known to us the mystery of his will 

according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times 

reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

 11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 

works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the 

first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included 

in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, 

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing 

our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 

glory. 
15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 

all God’s people, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I 

keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray that the eyes of your heart may 

be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy people, 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL JOHN 1:14–18 

 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 15(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about 

when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ”) 16Out of 

his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but the 

one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him 

known. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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HYMN: THE ONLY SON FROM HEAVEN 383 

 

 

SERMON                   MATTHEW 2:13–23 

 

Stand 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.) 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: WHAT CHILD IS THIS 344 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER 349 
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