
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 11, 2026 

First Sunday after Epiphany – Baptism of our Lord 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 

11:00 am. 
 

 

 

IDENTITY REVEALED 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” It is the season when you see Jesus 

begin his public ministry, revealing the reason the Son of God came to earth. During Epiphany, 

you will come to understand that when the true identity of Jesus is revealed, you realize your own 

true identity as well.   

“Christ” is not the family name of Jesus. It is a title. The Greek word “Christ” and the Hebrew 

word “Messiah” both mean the same thing: “The Anointed One.” Anointing was the practice of 

pouring liquid over the head of someone to signify selection for some special task. When the Lord 

had someone anointed, he also poured his Spirit over them. It was the fulfillment of promises 

made over centuries.   

 

  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED 348 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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Tune: Alexander C. Ewing 

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ 

faithful in our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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FIRST READING  ISAIAH 42:1–7 
1“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him, 

 and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2He will not shout or cry out, 

 or raise his voice in the streets. 
3A bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

 4he will not falter or be discouraged 

till he establishes justice on earth. 

 In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
5This is what God the Lord says— 

the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 

 who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 

 who gives breath to its people, 

 and life to those who walk on it: 
6“I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; 

 I will take hold of your hand. 

I will keep you and will make you 

 to be a covenant for the people 

 and a light for the Gentiles, 
7to open eyes that are blind, 

 to free captives from prison 

 and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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20B The LORD Ever Answer Your Cries of Distress Psalm 20B 

 

 

 

 
Text: Scottish Psalter, alt. 

Tune: Welsh 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SECOND READING  ACTS 10:34–38 
34Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism 35but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is 

right. 36You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened 

throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

preached— 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and 

how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 

because God was with him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 3:13–17 

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John 

tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 

 15Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 

 16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
 
 
 

HYMN: TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD 377 

 

SERMON on ISAIAH 42:1-7 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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THE SACRAMENT 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 

and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 

world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 

the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 

curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with 

you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. 

Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: SOUL ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS 663 

 

Stand 

HYMN: LORD, BID YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE 950 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 
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379 CHRIST, YOUR FOOTPRINTS THROUGH THE DESERT(sung to tune 971) 

1 Christ, your footprints through the desert 

    led to Jordan’s flowing stream; 

there you heard the herald crying 

    Israel’s old, prophetic dream: 

“He is coming! He is coming! 

    He will cleanse the earth with flame! 

Sinners, plunge beneath the waters! 

    Wash away your guilt and shame!” 

 

2 Christ, you heard the stirring summons 

    as by Jordan’s bank you stood; 

bathed, though sinless, with your people 

    in the river’s cleansing flood. 

High above, the heavens opened; 

    came the Spirit as a dove; 

spoke a voice beyond all hearing: 

    “See my Son, the One I love!” 

 

3 Son of God, the road from Jordan 

    led at last to Calv’ry’s hill. 

There upon the cross forsaken, 

    you fulfilled the Father’s will. 

Lamb of God, we see you dying, 

    sinless, yet for sinners slain. 

But where death rose up to triumph, 

    you began your glorious reign! 

 

4 God, in Baptism you have made us 

    one with Christ, our risen Lord, 

freed us, claimed us, cleansed, forgiven 

    thro’ the water and the Word. 

Help us hear your urgent summons, 

    calling us to serve you now. 

Send us forth, your sons and daughters, 

    with the cross upon our brow. 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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