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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service.

CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN
“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, with music composed by Franz
Gruber.

The carol was first performed on Christmas Eve in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf,
Austria. Legend says the church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to compose a simple guitar
accompaniment. Subsequently accompanied by many instruments and translated into many
languages, the text paints the picture of the incarnation. The last phrase is repeated, so in the
second stanza we hear it twice: “Christ the Savior is born!” Every word of that phrase is
significant, and every line of the Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved
hymn to ponder the profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas.

SON OF GOD
Christmas holidays mean family time, often with extended family travel and visits. Meals are
prepared, gifts are given, memories are made. But the memories might not all be good.
Sometimes there are Christmas hurts or even tragedies. We live in a world still affected by sin.

The sinfulness of the world cannot rob us of the peace God intends to bring through his Son.

Christ the Savior is born, and through his life, God brings us into the family. He gives us the
rights of redeemed sons and daughters, the privileges of inheritance.
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HYMN: O REJOICE, ALL CHRISTIANS LOUDLY 366

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us
from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN: GOD’S OWN SON MOST HOLY 321
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by speaking
but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives may bear
witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING ISAIAH 63:7-9
T will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord,

the deeds for which he is to be praised,

according to all the Lord has done for us—
yes, the many good things

he has done for Israel,

according to his compassion and many kindnesses.
He said, “Surely they are my people,

children who will be true to me”;

and so he became their Savior.
°In all their distress he too was distressed,

and the angel of his presence saved them.
In his love and mercy he redeemed them;

he lifted them up and carried them

all the days of old.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 2C: WHY ARE NATIONS RAGING Psalter page 8
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SECOND READING GALATIANS 4:4-7

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, °to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you
are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,
Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made
you also an heir.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia. Sing to the Lord a new song; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for
him. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 2:13-23

3When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he
said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is
going to search for the child to kill him.”

14S0 he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, *where
he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

'When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. '"Then what was said through the
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

13¢A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”

1 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt *’and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying
to take the child’s life are dead.”

21S0 he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. >?But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 2*and he went and lived in
a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be
called a Nazarene.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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978 All Hail! You Infant Martyr Flowers
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1 All hail! You in - fant mar - tyr flow’rs, cut off in

2 With ter - ror does the ty - rant hear that God’s own

3 King Her - od ra - ges at the Word: “Go, sol - dier,

4 Oh, what is gained from this of fense? What prof - it
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life’s  first dawn-ing hours; like rose-buds, snapped in

Son to us draws near. On Da-vid’s throne he
with  your ruth - less sword, to him, who stands where
comes from wvi - o - lence? The Sav - ior - King sur -
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dread - ful strife, when Her - od sought our Sav - ior’s life.
comes to dwell and reign as King of Is - ra - el

we have stood, and stain the In - fant - crib with blood!”
vived the day, as Christ was safe - ly whisked a - way!

5 A voice is heard in bitter pain

as Rachel mourns the infants slain,
refusing comfort—sacred lore—
because her children are no more!

6 Of you, O little lambs, we sing,

first victims slain for Christ our King:

beneath the heav’nly altar’s ray

with martyr-palms and crowns you play!
7 To you, the virgin-born, we raise

thanksgiving and eternal praise,
whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Aurelius C. Prudentius, 348—after 405; tr. Peter M. Prange, b. 1972
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, Augsburg, 1666

Text: © 2008 Peter M. Prange, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908

Tune: Public domain
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SERMON MATTHEW 2:13-23

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

‘HYMN: LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD 355

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: LOVE HAS COME 364
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