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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45.

IMMINENT ARRIVAL
IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE KING

The king is an important person. His arrival at our place can mean something quite different to us
depending on our relationship with him. We might fear his arrival if we expect him to punish us.
We might welcome his arrival if we expect him to validate us. Either way, we expect his arrival to
be a big deal. How would it make us feel if we heard that his arrival would be informal and
familiar?

Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching King Jesus ride into
Jerusalem on a donkey colt, knowing full well that he will be killed before the end of the week.
The events of Palm Sunday serve as a microcosm for all Jesus’ work, proving the King of the
universe was willing to humble himself and endure anything for our salvation. That is precisely
why Christ came. That is why we anticipate his imminent arrival not with worry but with joy.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again.
He will come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.

We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time. None of us know what day that will
be.

We hear his call to watch.
We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

HYMN: DAWNING LIGHT OF OUR SALVATION 311

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
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FIRST READING

IThis is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

’In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established

as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,

and all nations will stream to it.

3Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,

so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,

the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
“He will judge between the nations

and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,

nor will they train for war anymore.
>Come, descendants of Jacob,

let us walk in the light of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ISAIAH 2:1-5

HYMN: LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YOU MIGHTY GATES

305
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SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7

*Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! *Let your gentleness be evident
to all. The Lord is near. *Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:1-11

'As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, *saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a
donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. *If anyone says
anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”

“This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

“Say to Daughter Zion,

‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” ”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. "They brought the donkey and
the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. *A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. °The
crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
'%When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
"The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME 301
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SERMON

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Be seated

‘HYMN: MAY THE PEACE OF GOD 929

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: O JESUS CHRIST, YOUR MANGER IS 342
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