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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at 11:00 am.

CAUSE / EFFECT
JUDGMENT / PEACE

If you were making a list of things that might make society more peaceful, would you include
“more judgment”? Likely not. Many people assume that judgement leads to conflict, not peace.
However, a lack of judgment is a luxury many cannot afford. Our world is full of victims of
abuse, violence, and oppression. In many cases this evil goes unnoticed and unpunished. A future
without the hope of judgment means no peace. If there is no hope of judgment, victims would be
driven either into total despair or to be consumed by the desire for revenge. A future that includes
judgment, however, gives those who are wronged the peace of knowing that one day there will be
perfect justice.

When we are horribly wronged, what are our options? Taking matters into our own hands?
Despair? Jesus provides a better option. Trust that he will keep his promise to return, bringing
judgment. The effect of that promise? We have peace, knowing that every wrong will eventually
be righted by the one righteous Judge.
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HYMN: A FEW MORE YEARS SHALL ROLL 492

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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561 Before the Throne of God Above
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Sav-ior and my God, with Christ my Sav-ior and my God.
Text: Charitie Lees DeCheney Bancroft, 1841-1923
Tune: Vikki Cook, b. 1960
Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1997 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may
always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous judgment.
Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless before you;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING MALACHI 4:1-6

“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer
will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty. “Not a
root or a branch will be left to them. *But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness
will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. Then you
will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,”
says the Lord Almighty.

#Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for
all Israel.

>“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of
the Lord comes. *He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the
children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98E: SING A NEW SONG TO THE LORD PSALTER PAGE 513
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SECOND READING 2 THESSALONIANS 1:5-10

SAll this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. °God is just: He will pay back trouble
to those who trouble you ’and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will
happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. *He
will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. *They will
be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his might °on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at
among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to
you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.

GOSPEL LUKE 21:5-19

SSome of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful
stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, *“As for what you see here, the time will
come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”

"“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that
they are about to take place?”

8He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘I am he,” and, ‘The time is near.” Do not follow them. *When you hear of wars and
uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right
away.”

!Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. !'There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful
events and great signs from heaven.

12But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on
account of my name. *And so you will bear testimony to me. '“But make up your mind not to
worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. *For I will give you words and wisdom that
none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. '*You will be betrayed even by
parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to
death. ""Everyone will hate you because of me. '®But not a hair of your head will perish. '*Stand
firm, and you will win life.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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SERMON

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Be seated

|HYMN: TAKE HEART 829

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: THE KING SHALL COME 495
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