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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at 11:00am.

WOUNDS THAT HEAL
INCREASED FAITH INCREASES DUTY

As someone rises through the ranks at work, there are typically benefits: higher salary, more
authority, better benefits. However, there is often a corresponding increase in responsibility:
longer hours, more meetings, raised expectations. So, if someone is offered a promotion, they
might ask, “Is this worth it?”” It is similar in God’s kingdom. As our faith grows, there are obvious
benefits: the comfort of knowing you are a redeemed and loved child of God, the peace of
knowing your eternity is secure. However, increased faith also increases duty. There are ever
more opportunities for service. This week, Jesus has sharp words for those who want the benefits
of being Christian but would shirk those responsibilities. However, to lead us to take up those
responsibilities, our Savior doesn’t threaten or cajole. He helps us see that while increased faith
increases duty, increased duty increases delight. The believer knows he serves the One who came
to serve us first. Just as Christ’s service brought him great joy, so does our service to others.
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HYMN: LORD JESUS CHRIST, BE PRESENT NOW 918

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

| HYMN: BENEATH THE CROSS 710

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. Make
us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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FIRST READING 1 CHRONICLES 29:1-2,10-18

Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God has
chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for
man but for the Lord God. *With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my God—
gold for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for
the wood, as well as onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine
stone and marble—all of these in large quantities.

"David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying,
“Praise be to you, Lord,

the God of our father Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power

and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,

for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom;

you are exalted as head over all.
12Wealth and honor come from you;

you are the ruler of all things.
In your hands are strength and power

to exalt and give strength to all.
Now, our God, we give you thanks,

and praise your glorious name.

14“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as
this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. "We
are foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a
shadow, without hope. *Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you
a temple for your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. "I know, my
God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things I have given willingly
and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here
have given to you. '®Lord, the God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep these desires
and thoughts in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 62C: MY SOUL FINDS REST IN GOD ALONE Psalter page 304

SECOND READING 2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-5,11-12

"Paul, Silas and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your
faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is
increasing. “Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all
the persecutions and trials you are enduring.

SAll this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.

"With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of
his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and
your every deed prompted by faith. '?We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?
Alleluia.
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GOSPEL LUKE 17:1-10

1Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but
woe to anyone through whom they come. It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea
with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. *So watch
yourselves.

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive
them. *Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying
‘I repent,” you must forgive them.”

3The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

®He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it will obey you.

7“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the
servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? *Won’t he rather
say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you
may eat and drink’? *Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? '°So you
also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants;
we have only done our duty.” ”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: BROTHERS, SISTERS, LET US GLADLY 748
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SERMON

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

‘HYMN: FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE 733

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: LORD, HELP US WALK YOUR SERVANT WAY 737

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV*. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide.Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

Page 8



