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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  Also join us for Bible Class at 11:00am. 

 

 

 

 

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION 

ON USEFUL RESOURCES 

 

Money. Possessions. Perhaps more than anything else, those things have the power to turn our 

attention away from what is truly important. It is no surprise, therefore, that Jesus frequently 

teaches about wealth. Christ wants us to understand that it is our heavenly Father who provides us 

with those useful resources. But we need to know why our Father gives them: what they are 

useful for, and what they are not useful for. Those resources cannot give purpose or meaning to 

our lives on earth. They cannot give us security for life after this earth. However, the blessings 

God provides can bring some joy to our lives. More importantly, our wealth is extremely useful in 

our efforts to serve God and others. This week let us give our undivided attention to what Christ 

says about the useful resources our gracious Father provides to us.  
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HYMN: WHAT IS THE WORLD TO ME 717 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

536 Jesus, Ever-Abiding Friend 

1 Jesus, ever-abiding friend,   my soul’s rest and journey’s end, 

blameless one who erased my sin     for eternity; 

comfort through my deepest pain,   love that sees beyond my shame, 

Christ, the sweetest, dearest name    that my heart has ever known. 

 

2 Jesus, Savior with crown of thorns,   my soul’s peace forevermore, 

constant, caring, redeeming Lord,   life abundantly; 

rock of heaven, strength and shield,    perfect holiness revealed, 

Christ, by whom my wounds were healed—    name above all other names. 
Text: Steve Siler, b. 1956; Keith Getty, b. 1974 

Text: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures you have stored up for us in heaven that we 

may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of your grace; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING  ECCLESIASTES 1:1-2,12–14; 2:18-26 

 1The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 
2“Meaningless! Meaningless!” 

 says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! 

 Everything is meaningless.” 

 12I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my mind to study and to 

explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid on 

mankind! 14I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a 

chasing after the wind. 

 18I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one 

who comes after me. 19And who knows whether that person will be wise or foolish? Yet they will 

have control over all the fruit of my toil into which I have poured my effort and skill under the 

sun. This too is meaningless. 20So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the 

sun. 21For a person may labor with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must leave all 

they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great 

misfortune. 22What do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labor under 

the sun? 23All their days their work is grief and pain; even at night their minds do not rest. This 

too is meaningless. 

 24A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own 

toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25for without him, who can eat or find 

enjoyment? 26To the person who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but 

to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who 

pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 90C We Live, O Lord, within Your Grace  

1 We live, O Lord, within your grace, 

for you have been our dwelling place; 

before the mountains came to be, 

you are true God eternally. 

 

2 A thousand years within your sight 

pass like a watch within the night, 

like yesterday when it is through, 

the briefest blink in all you view. 

 

3 You say to children of the earth: 

“Return to dust, which gave you birth!” 

We grow like grass beneath the sun, 

but wither when our day is done. 

 

4 The fury of your wrath dismays! 

Your light our secret sin displays! 

Our years are measured by our strength, 

yet toil and trouble is their length! 

 

5 So teach us, Lord, to count our days; 

make wise our hearts to seek your ways. 

How long, O LORD, till you return? 

How much, O LORD, for you we yearn! 

 

6 Your steadfast love will satisfy 

and be our joy until we die. 

Though evil days may grieve our soul, 

we trust that you will make us whole. 

 

7 Lord, let your work to us be shown, 

your glory by our children known. 

Your favor rest on us each day; 

establish all our work, we pray. 

 

8 O Father, Son, and Spirit, be 

our dwelling place eternally, 

and when the mountains are no more, 

your name we ever will adore! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Text: © 2011 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130027268 
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SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 3:1–11 
1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your 

life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is 

coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must also rid 

yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 

lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have 

put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here 

there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 

Christ is all, and is in all. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia. Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, for where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 12:13–21 

 13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 

 14Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15Then he 

said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 

abundance of possessions.” 

 16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 

harvest. 17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

 18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 

and there I will store my surplus grain. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up 

for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’ 

 20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 

Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

 21“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 

toward God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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HYMN: O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST 820 

 

 

SERMON                   ECCLESIASTES 1:1-2,12–14; 2:18-26 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.) 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: ALL I HAVE IS CHRIST 580 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: MY WORTH IS NOT IN WHAT I OWN 753 
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