
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 24th, 2025 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Also join us for Bible Class at 11:00am. 
 

 

WOUNDS THAT HEAL 

 

THE DOOR IS VERY NARROW 

 

When it comes to the uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and who goes to hell, it 

is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to direct our attention to more 

theoretical questions. “What is heaven like?” “How old will we be there?” Today someone 

asks, “Lord, are only a few going to be saved?” Jesus brushes all such questions aside. 

Instead, he answers the question we should be asking. “How might I be saved?” Jesus 

explains there is only one way—entering through a very narrow door. Jesus’ words cut 

deep! For he teaches that it is very easy to develop a false sense of security about our 

standing before God based on some superficial familiarity we have with him. Jesus warns 

that many who think they are on the path to heaven will end up shut out. These wounding 

words of Jesus provide healing, pushing us toward that narrow door: faith in him.  

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS 606 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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560 Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 

Tune: The Parish Choir, London, 1850 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING ISAIAH 66:18–24 

 18“And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and 

gather the people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory. 

 19“I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the 

nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and 

Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They 

will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20And they will bring all your people, from all 

the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the Lord—on horses, in 

chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the Lord. “They will bring them, as 

the Israelites bring their grain offerings, to the temple of the Lord in ceremonially clean 

vessels. 21And I will select some of them also to be priests and Levites,” says the Lord. 

 22“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” 

declares the Lord, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23From one New Moon to 

another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before 

me,” says the Lord. 24“And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who 

rebelled against me; the worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them will not 

be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 103B  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte 

Tune: John Goss 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SECOND READING HEBREWS 12:18–24 

 18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with 

fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words 

that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20because they 

could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must 

be stoned to death.” 21The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with 

fear.” 

 22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23to 

the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, 

the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24to Jesus the mediator of a 

new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 

Abel. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 13:29 

Alleluia. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their 

places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 13:22–30 

 22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

 He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house 

gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the 

door for us.’ 

  “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

 26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

 27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, 

all you evildoers!’ 

 28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown 

out. 29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places 

at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, 

and first who will be last.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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HYMN: SEEK WHERE YOU MAY TO FIND A WAY 698 

 

 

SERMON on ISAIAH 66:18–24 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 

  



9 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which 

we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, 

and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your 

promises and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who 

sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 

persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. 

Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills 

and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public 

ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all 

who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person 

and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 

mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 

patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 

wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

♫ SANCTUS ♫  
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full of your 

glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your 

Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 

ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

  

    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

  

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve 

us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory 

everlasting. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ AGNUS ♫  
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: HERE, O MY LORD, I SEE YOU FACE TO FACE 660 

 
Stand 

 

HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 

minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 563 
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