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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service.

Thank you to James Pierson and Barry Holzmiller for conducting the service today.

WOUNDS THAT HEAL
GOD’S WORD DIVIDES

We often divide humanity into groupings that are not really significant: this ethnic group versus
that one, men versus women, wealthy versus poor. Yet, every ethnic group is under God’s law.
That law equally convicts men and women of sin. Because of sin, both the wealthy and poor will
die. Only through faith in Christ is sin forgiven and the sting of death removed. God’s Word
creates that saving faith, but not in everyone who hears it. Fallen mankind retains the awful power
to reject the Word and God’s gift of faith. Therefore, God’s Word produces the only people
distinction that matters—believers and unbelievers. We desire to live in peace with other people.
But Jesus teaches, this side of heaven, that desire is a pipe dream. Those who embrace the gospel
in faith will inevitably face hostility. Following Jesus will come at a price. Yet he promises that
our perseverance will be rewarded.

Page 2



HYMN: FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES 605

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us
from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

536 Jesus, Ever-Abiding Friend
1 Jesus, ever-abiding friend, my soul’s rest and journey’s end,
blameless one who erased my sin  for eternity;
comfort through my deepest pain, love that sees beyond my shame,
Christ, the sweetest, dearest name that my heart has ever known.

2 Jesus, Savior with crown of thorns, my soul’s peace forevermore,
constant, caring, redeeming Lord, life abundantly;
rock of heaven, strength and shield, perfect holiness revealed,

Christ, by whom my wounds were healed— name above all other names.
Text: Steve Siler, b. 1956; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence and
offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you,
and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 23:23-29
2¢Am I only a God nearby,”
declares the Lord,
“and not a God far away?
2*Who can hide in secret places
so that I cannot see them?”
declares the Lord.
“Do not I fill heaven and earth?”
declares the Lord.
23T have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a
dream! I had a dream!” 2How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who
prophesy the delusions of their own minds? ?’They think the dreams they tell one another will
make my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal
worship. **Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word
speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 2“Is not my word like
fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: David Gambrell
Tune: Thomas Tallis, alt.

Text: © 2011 David Gambrell, admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908

Tune: Public domain
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SECOND READING HEBREWS 12:1-13

ITherefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, *fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. *Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart.

*In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. *And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a
father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
®because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,

and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

"Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are
not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. "Moreover, we have all had human
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the
Father of spirits and live! °They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. '"No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and
peace for those who have been trained by it.

Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. '3“Make level paths for your
feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor
in the Lord is not in vain. Alleluia.

GOSPEL LUKE 12:49-53
4T have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! °But I
have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! *'Do you think I
came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. > From now on there will be five in one
family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. *They will be divided,
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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HYMN: O HOLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN 590

SERMON JEREMIAH 23:23-29

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

‘HYMN: DAY BY DAY 803

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: ABIDE, O DEAREST JESUS 924
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