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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Bible Class at 11:00am.

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION
ON THE WANT FOR WORKERS

In recent weeks we learned that everyone who has seen the grace of God will, whenever the
opportunity arises, serve as a witness for Christ. However, Scripture teaches that there is also a
need for individuals for whom gospel proclamation is their full-time focus. There are many
different terms for these workers: shepherds, pastors, teachers, ministers, missionaries, etc. These
workers are called by God himself through the Church to proclaim law and gospel in some public
capacity. Called workers carry out their calling, not because of what they might gain from the
flock, but because of what the flock might gain from Jesus through public ministry. Jesus taught
there will always be a want for such workers. “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few”
(Luke 10:2). So, this is a topic worthy of our undivided attention.
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HYMN: THE SON OF GOD, OUR CHRIST 738

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

482 Triune God, O Be Our Stay
Triune God, O be our stay and let us perish never!
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, and grant us life forever.
Keep us from the evil one; uphold our faith most holy,
and let us trust you solely with humble hearts and lowly.
Let us put God’s armor on, with all true Christians running
our heav’nly race and shunning the devil’s wiles and cunning.
Amen, amen! This be done; so sing we, “Alleluia!”

Text: German, 14th cent.; adapt. Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, alt.
Text: Public domain
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have built your church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. Continue to send your messengers to preserve your
people in true peace, that, by the preaching of your Word, your church may be kept free from all
harm and danger; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING EZEKIEL 2:9—3:11
°Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, °which he
unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.

'And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and
speak to the people of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.

3Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach
with it.” So [ ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.

“He then said to me: “Son of man, go now to the people of Israel and speak my words to
them. You are not being sent to a people of obscure speech and strange language, but to the
people of Israel— not to many peoples of obscure speech and strange language, whose words
you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have listened to you. "But the
people of Israel are not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for all
the Israelites are hardened and obstinate. *But I will make you as unyielding and hardened as they
are. °I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them
or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious people.”

'%And he said to me, “Son of man, listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak
to you. 'Go now to your people in exile and speak to them. Say to them, ‘This is what the
Sovereign Lord says,” whether they listen or fail to listen.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 67E: O God,
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and all cre - a-tion praise him to earth’s re-mot - est end.

Text: The New Metrical Version of the Psalms, 1909, alt.

Tune: Gustav Holst, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain
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SECOND READING 1 PETER 5:1-4

ITo the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings
who also will share in the glory to be revealed: *Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your
care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you
to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; *not lording it over those entrusted to you,
but being examples to the flock. *And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that will never fade away.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 52:7
Alleluia. How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news. Alleluia.

GOSPEL LUKE 10:1-12,16-20

!After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him
to every town and place where he was about to go. *He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field. *Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. “Do not take a purse or bag or sandals;
and do not greet anyone on the road.

S“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.” °If someone who promotes
peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. ’Stay there, eating and
drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from
house to house.

8“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. °Heal the sick
who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.” '°But when you enter a
town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, ''‘Even the dust of your town we wipe
from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.” '2I
tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

16“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever
rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

"The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in
your name.”

8He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. °I have given you authority to
trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm
you. 2’However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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HYMN: O CHRISTIANS, HASTE 901

SERMON EZEKIEL 2:9—3:11

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

‘H YMN: BAPTISMAL WATERS COVER ME 657

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: PRAISE TO YOU, ETERNAL FATHER 952

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV*. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.”™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide.Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

Page 8



