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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Bible Class at 11:00am.

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION
ON THE ONE THING NEEDED

Most would agree with Jesus’ teaching that “Few things are needed” (Luke 10:42). We
understand that people often confuse their wants with needs. We might want many things; but in
reality, we only need a few things. So, we would agree with Jesus. “Few things are needed.”
However, Jesus said more. “Few things are needed—or indeed only one.” Now we might object.
There seems to be more than one true need. We need water, food, clothing, shelter, friendship, etc.
Yet, what Jesus said is true. Because only one thing—the gospel—can create and sustain the faith
that makes one God’s dear child and an heir of the everlasting kingdom. If you didn’t have water,
you would die in a few days; without oxygen, in a few minutes. But without Jesus speaking to us
through his Word, there is no hope for eternal life in heaven. We literally need the gospel more
than water or oxygen. So, let us listen to Jesus speak, giving him our undivided attention.
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HYMN: AS MORNING DAWNS, DEAR SAVIOR 777

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

482 Triune God, O Be Our Stay
Triune God, O be our stay and let us perish never!
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, and grant us life forever.
Keep us from the evil one; uphold our faith most holy,
and let us trust you solely with humble hearts and lowly.
Let us put God’s armor on, with all true Christians running
our heav’nly race and shunning the devil’s wiles and cunning.
Amen, amen! This be done; so sing we, “Alleluia!”

Text: German, 14th cent.; adapt. Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, alt.
Text: Public domain
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit, help
us to receive it with joy and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and love; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING GENESIS 18:1-14

'The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up and saw three men standing
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low
to the ground.

3He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. *Let a
little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me get
you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come
to your servant.”

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”

®So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the
finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.”

"Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who
hurried to prepare it. *He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared,
and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.

%“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he said.

"Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah
your wife will have a son.”

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. ' Abraham
and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. '*So Sarah laughed
to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”’

B3Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a
child, now that I am old?> Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed
time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 119B Teach Me, O LORD

Refrain
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Teach me, O Lorb, the way of your stat - utes.

Teach me, Lord, the way of / your decrees,
that I may follow it / to the end.

Give me understanding, so that I may / keep your law
and obey it with / all my heart.

Direct me in the path of / your commands,
for there I/ find delight. Refrain

Turn my eyes away from / worthless things;
preserve my life according / to your word.
Fulfill your promise to your / servant,
so that you / may be feared.
How I long for your / precepts!
In your righteousness pre-/ serve my life.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refiain

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko
Setting: Thomas Pavlechko
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908
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SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 1:1-14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

2To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father.

3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for
you, “because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s
people— °the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about
which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel °that has come to you. In the
same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has
been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. "You learned
it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, *and
who also told us of your love in the Spirit.

°For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.
We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, '°so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, !'being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance
and patience, '2and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. *For he has rescued us from the dominion
of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, '“in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia. My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the
purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.

GOSPEL LUKE 10:38-42
38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman
named Martha opened her home to him. **She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
listening to what he said. *°But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.
She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by
myself? Tell her to help me!”
#“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many
things, “*but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it
will not be taken away from her.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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HYMN: ONE THING’S NEEDFUL 645

SERMON GENESIS 18:1-14

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

‘HYMN: BY FAITH 868

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 927
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