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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service.

UNDIVIDED ATTENTION
ON CHRIST’S CALL FOR COMMITMENT

There is the type of fan who follows his team if they make the playoffs. Then there is the type of
fan who, regardless of his team’s record, watches every game and knows the stats for every
player. There are different types of followers: the half-hearted versus the committed. Jesus is
uninterested in followers who pay attention to his Word and will only when their other pursuits
provide the time. Jesus wants followers who are all in . . . who love him above all things . . . who
would be willing to leave everything else behind if that were what it would take to be with him.
We simply do not have it inside us to produce that level of commitment. But in the gospel, we see
how Jesus went all in for our salvation. As we witness the way Jesus made our eternal happiness
the focus of his undivided attention, the Spirit creates within us the very commitment that Christ
seeks.

Page 2



HYMN: DEAR LORD, TO YOUR TRUE SERVANTS GIVE 896

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

482 Triune God, O Be Our Stay
Triune God, O be our stay and let us perish never!
Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, and grant us life forever.
Keep us from the evil one; uphold our faith most holy,
and let us trust you solely with humble hearts and lowly.
Let us put God’s armor on, with all true Christians running
our heav’nly race and shunning the devil’s wiles and cunning.
Amen, amen! This be done; so sing we, “Alleluia!”

Text: German, 14th cent.; adapt. Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-1887, alt.
Text: Public domain
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which
exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 19:19-21

So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw
his cloak around him. *°Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and
mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”

21S0 Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He
burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he
set out to follow Elijah and became his servant.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 62C: MY SOUL FINDS REST IN GOD ALONE Psalter page 304
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SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21B-30

Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast
about. **Are they Hebrews? So am 1. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s
descendants? So am I. 2Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am
more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely,
and been exposed to death again and again. >*Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. ZThree times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 2°I have been constantly on the move. I
have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in
danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger from false believers. 2’I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. **Besides
everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 2Who is weak, and 1
do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?

39Tf T must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34

Alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. Alleluia.
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GOSPEL LUKE 9:51-62

31 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for
Jerusalem. **And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things
ready for him; 3*but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for
Jerusalem. **When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to
call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” >*But Jesus turned and rebuked them. **Then he and
his disciples went to another village.

5TAs they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.”

8Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place
to lay his head.”

**He said to another man, “Follow me.”

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

80Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.”

61Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to
my family.”

2Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in
the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE 695

SERMON 1 KINGS 19:19-21

Stand
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

‘H YMN: AMAZING GRACE 576

Stand

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: FORTH IN YOUR NAME, O LORD, I GO 739
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