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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at 11:00. 

 

 

 

BECAUSE HE LIVES 

HE REIGNS OVER EVERYTHING FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS CHURCH 
(THE FESTIVAL OF THE ASCENSION) 

 

When the Church gathers, it regularly remembers Christ’s ascension. The words “He ascended 

into heaven” are found in the three ecumenical creeds Christians use to confess their faith. In 

addition, the Church sets aside a day each year to focus on Christ’s ascension. This is for good 

reason. Jesus’ ascension marked the fact that his work was complete, in one sense. Never again 

will a sacrifice for sins need to be made. However, Jesus’ ascension also marks that, in another 

sense, his work is just beginning. Through the Church, Jesus now proclaims forgiveness of sins 

throughout the world.   

The Church consists of people like us who are often weak and timid witnesses for Christ. So, 

Jesus promised to send us his Spirit to give us power from heaven, that we might take the gospel 

to the ends of the earth. More, he ascended into heaven and sat down on the throne of God. He 

lives and reigns over everything for the benefit of his Church.  
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HYMN: HAIL THE DAY THAT SEES HIM RISE 474 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
568 His Robes for Mine 
1 His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! 

Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ’neath God’s rage. 

Draped in his righteousness, I’m justified. 

In Christ I live, for in my place he died. (Refrain) 
 

Ref     I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 

Bought by such love, my life is not my own. My praise, my all, shall be for Christ alone. 
 

2 His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread? 

God’s daunting law Christ mastered in my stead. 

Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine, 

saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life. (Refrain) 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 

Text: © 2008 Church Works Media (adm. at IntegratedRights.com). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens, and at God’s right 

hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that, at your 

command and by your power, we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING  ACTS 1:1–11 

 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 

own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 

sight. 

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 47D: ALL PEOPLES, CLAP YOUR HANDS Psalter page 245 

 

 

SECOND READING REVELATION 19:11–16 

 11I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 

called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12His eyes are like blazing fire, 

and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 

himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14The armies 

of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and 

clean. 15Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will 

rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 

Almighty. 16On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 28 :20 

M:  Alleluia. Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 24:44–53 

 44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 

them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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HYMN: A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING 472 

 

 

 

SERMON                   LUKE 24:44–53 

 

 
Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on behalf of the 

Church and of all people. 

Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into heaven where he 

is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in these gray and 

latter days that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving name of Jesus.  

As the devil, the world, and our sinful nature seek to silence our witness, grant us courage 

to believe and confess that Jesus is Lord.  

  

Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded us to pray 

for others.  

Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need: 

  

to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief; 

to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort; 

to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help; 

to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full; 

to the young, send patience to wait for the fuller life to come; 

to husbands and wives and their families and to single parents who raise their children alone grant 

wisdom and strength.  

Bestow your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace. 

  

Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have. In your mercy continue to grant us 

daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.  

Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need. 

  

Come with your guidance, O Lord, and pour out your blessings on all who have gathered here to 

proclaim your love in speech, song, and symbol. May our worship enrich us so that our work for 

others adorns your love among them.  

Lead us to praise you as we joyfully wait for your return. 

  

O Lord, heavenly Father, we remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 

for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from his 

ascension before you, where he always intercedes for us as our own high priest. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in his kingdom which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.  
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING 524 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: MAY THE PEACE OF GOD 929 
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