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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 

 

  



Page 2 

   

Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at 11:00. 

 

We thank Vicar Rixe from Beautiful Savior for leading us in worship today. 

 

 

BECAUSE HE LIVES 

WE HAVE A MEANINGFUL MISSION 

 

If Jesus remained dead, all he would provide is an example of a beautiful life. Therefore, if Jesus 

remained dead, the mission of his followers would simply be to share advice. “Here is how Jesus 

would want us to love one another. Or “Jesus would want us to think about money like this.” Or 

“This is how Jesus would pray.” But because he lives, his followers now have a meaningful 

mission. It is not to share advice, but to testify to what we have seen and know to be true. Christ 

has risen! Thus, Jesus is not a standard, but our Savior. Jesus is not primarily an example for this 

life, but the doorway into eternal life. His resurrection to glory will be the resurrection of all who 

put their faith in him. Sharing that good news—that’s our mission.    

The Sunday after Easter can seem like a bit of a letdown. Chances are the church isn’t quite as 

full. There might not be a choir or special instruments to go along with our hymns. Even the lilies 

have begun to wilt. It might feel like the fun is all over. Wrong! The adventure has just begun. 

Because he lives! Therefore, we have a meaningful mission. Let us open our eyes to the privilege 

and the opportunity.  
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HYMN: COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING 921 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
568 His Robes for Mine 
1 His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! 

Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ’neath God’s rage. 

Draped in his righteousness, I’m justified. 

In Christ I live, for in my place he died. (Refrain) 
 

Ref     I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 

Bought by such love, my life is not my own. My praise, my all, shall be for Christ alone. 
 

2 His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread? 

God’s daunting law Christ mastered in my stead. 

Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine, 

saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life. (Refrain) 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 

Text: © 2008 Church Works Media (adm. at IntegratedRights.com). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, by your great goodness, mercifully look upon your people that we may be 

governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

FIRST READING  ACTS 5:12,17–32 

 12The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the 

believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 

 17Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 

Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the public 

jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them 

out. 20“Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.” 

 21At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach 

the people. 

 When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the 

full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22But on arriving at the 

jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23“We found the jail 

securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no 

one inside.” 24On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were at 

a loss, wondering what this might lead to. 

 25Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple 

courts teaching the people.” 26At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. 

They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them. 

 27The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned 

by the high priest. 28“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have 

filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 

 29Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human 

beings! 30The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him 

on a cross. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring 

Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy 

Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 21B: LORD, TO YOU WE LIFT OUR VOICES Psalter page 93 

 

 

SECOND READING REVELATION 1:4–18 

 4John, 

 To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

 Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be 

a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! 

Amen. 
7“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 

 and “every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him”; 

 and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 

   So shall it be! Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 

to come, the Almighty.” 

 9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 

that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony 

of Jesus. 10On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 

trumpet, 11which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

 12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in 

a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14The hair on his head 

was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like 

bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his right 

hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face 

was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me 

and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was dead, and 

now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

M:  Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.  

 

 

GOSPEL JOHN 20:19–31 

 19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 

doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 

side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

 28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

 

HYMN: O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 456 

 

 

 

SERMON                   JOHN 20:19–31 
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Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering (At this time our usher will bring our thank offering to the Lord.) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

  



Page 8 

   

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: COME, YOU FAITHFUL, RAISE THE STRAIN 462 

 

Stand 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 511 
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