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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at 11:00.

OPEN DOOR POLICIES
God’s Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home

HIDING TREASURE IN THE TRASH

This week we see how our Father makes the treasures of his house available to any and all. He
places them in the last place we’d expect—the trash. In God’s family, the things the world prizes
and pursues are counted as worthless. Conversely, what the world rejects and discards is
considered priceless and worth pursuing.

The best example of this is Jesus Christ himself. The Father sent his greatest treasure—God the
Son—to earth. And many considered Jesus to be a trash that needed to be taken out. . . a
troublemaker that needed to be killed. In truth, Christ is the precious cornerstone that God used to
build his house, the one with the open door.
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HYMN: WHEN | SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 407

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant
of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

536 Jesus, Ever-Abiding Friend

1  Jesus, ever-abiding friend, my soul’s rest and journey’s end,
blameless one who erased my sin for eternity;
comfort through my deepest pain, love that sees beyond my shame,
Christ, the sweetest, dearest name that my heart has ever known.

2 Jesus, Savior with crown of thorns, my soul’s peace forevermore,
constant, caring, redeeming Lord, life abundantly;
rock of heaven, strength and shield, perfect holiness revealed,
Christ, by whom my wounds were healed—name above all other names.
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, by your great goodness, mercifully look upon your people that we may be
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Be seated

FIRST READING

®This is what the LORD says—
he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,
"who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18«“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
19See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
2The wild animals honor me,
the jackals and the owls,
because | provide water in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland,
to give drink to my people, my chosen,
Zthe people | formed for myself
that they may proclaim my praise.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ISAIAH 43:16-21

PSALM 73D: IN SWEET COMMUNION, LORD, WITH YOU

Psalter page 374
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SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 3:4b-14

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have
more: >circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; Sas for zeal, persecuting the church; as for
righteousness based on the law, faultless.

"But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more,
I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whose sake I have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ °and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 1°l want to
know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, *'and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. *Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

M: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
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GOSPEL LUKE 20:9-19

°He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some
farmers and went away for a long time. 1°At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they
would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. *He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and
sent away empty-handed. 1?He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out.

13“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I
love; perhaps they will respect him.’

14But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,” they said.
‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” °So they threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? *He will come and kill those
tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”

Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is
written:

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?

BEveryone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be
crushed.”

¥The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him
immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of
the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: O GOD, O LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH 571

SERMON ISAIAH 43:16-21
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

‘HYMN: IN CHRIST ALONE 510

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by
your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in
holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

‘HYMN: SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME WE RAISE 931
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