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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Also join us for Bible Class at 11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

A TOP-DOWN FAITH
THE DEVIL DOES HIS WORST, YET JESUS ALWAYS WINS

Look at our lives—the problems, the pains—and it’s easy to conclude that we are losing.
Look at the world—the brokenness, the bedlam—and it’s easy to believe that the devil is
winning. It all can lead us to despair. Yet this turmoil is exactly what God said would
happen already in the Garden. There God declared that until the end of time enmity
would prevail between the devil and mankind. But God promised more than that. He
promised that from humanity would rise one who would completely defeat the devil.

We need a top-down faith to understand that things are definitely not what they seem.
Yes, the devil and his allies are constantly doing their worst. Their work always brings
pain. Yet, ultimately, Jesus always wins. And his victory is our victory. Jesus’ victory is so
complete that even when Satan continues to cause chaos, Christ uses it to reveal his glory
and grace to those gifted with top-down faith.



HYMN: GLORY BE TO GOD THE FATHER 608

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN: THERE IS A REDEEMER 519

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, your Son Jesus triumphed over the prince of demons and
freed us from bondage to sin. Help us to stand firm against every assault of Satan, and
enable us always to do your will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated



FIRST READING GENESIS 3:8-15

8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. °But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

YHe answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked;
so [ hid.”

1 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
that I commanded you not to eat from?”

2The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and | ate it.”

13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

S0 the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
“Cursed are you above all livestock

and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly

and you will eat dust

all the days of your life.
And | will put enmity

between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 130F: FROM DEPTHS OF WOE | CRY TO THEE  PSALTER PAGE 708

SECOND READING REVELATION 20:1-6

!And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss
and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is
the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. *He threw him into the Abyss,
and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until
the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

*I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to
judge. And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony
about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its
image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5(The rest of the dead did not come to life until
the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. ®Blessed and holy are those
who share in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they
will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. Alleluia.



GOSPEL MARK 3:20-35

2Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his
disciples were not even able to eat. 2When his family heard about this, they went to take
charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”

22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is
possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”

2380 Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How
can Satan drive out Satan? 2*If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. #If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan
opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. ?’In fact, no one can
enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong
man’s house. 2Truly | tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander
they utter, 2but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they
are guilty of an eternal sin.”

30He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.”

31Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone
in to call him. 32A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and
brothers are outside looking for you.”

33“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.

%Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! **Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and
mother.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

‘HYMN: RISE! TO ARMS! WITH PRAYER EMPLOY YOU 871

SERMON on MARK 3:20-35
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Almighty God, heavenly Father, our Strength and our Stay, you uphold all
creation by your power, sustaining the earth and its inhabitants by your love, and
enlightening the hearts of your children by your truth.

We acknowledge your mercy in bringing us from death to life by the atoning
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, your Son, and by the power of his resurrection. Give us,
O Father, the Spirit of your love, that loving you above all things, we may also love
one another in deed and truth.

Lord God of hosts, rule over our nation and sanctify all to whom you have
committed authority. Refine our society by giving it purity of motive, nobleness of
purpose, and strength of character. Bless our homes that they may be schools of
true wisdom and havens of true love. May all who abide there find peace and joy
in harmony with you and one another.

We ask your special guidance, protection and comfort for the sick and
sorrowful, the aged and the lonely. Tenderly bestow upon them your mercy and
show them what great things you have prepared for your children.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here

Hear our prayer, O Father, and if there be anything else we should have
asked, grant it to us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Intercessor. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT
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PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

10



Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

[HYMN: THE INFANT PRIEST WAS HOLY BORN 674 |
Stand
I[HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951 |

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS 704
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