May 26, 2024
First Sunday after Pentecost — Holy Trinity

A biding
/V ord

Evangelical Lutheran Church

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio

At Abiding Word
We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach).



Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church

Wisconsin Synod
513.677.9357 abidingword.com

[Abiding Word Lutheran Church ] Pastor -Troy Jacobs  937.503.3333  welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

A TOP-DOWN FAITH

ONLY A TRIUNE GOD CAN DELIVER WHAT
ONLY A TRIUNE GOD CAN OFFER

No Christian teaching demonstrates that we have a top-down faith more than the doctrine
of the Holy Trinity. Scripture teaches that there is only one God. Yet that God exists as
three distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Incomprehensible! It is the type of
teaching about which the psalmist declares, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain” (Psalm 139:6). We believe in the Triune God without fully
comprehending his existence, simply because the Spirit has given us the gift of faith. Our
belief in the triune God came from the top down.

Not only is the concept of the Trinity itself something unique to the Christian faith, but
what the triune God does for us and offers us is also completely unique. Our triune God
invites us into the blessed relationship that is part of his very nature. The members of the
Trinity share with us an intimacy that they have enjoyed with each other from eternity.
Our triune God makes us not servants or subjects but blessed members of his family.



HYMN: GOD HIMSELF IS PRESENT 917

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN: THERE IS A REDEEMER 519

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all
creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus
Christ, in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we may ever
worship you, one true, immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, living and
reigning, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated



FIRST READING ISAIAH 6:1-8

!In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphim, each with
six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and
with two they were flying. 2And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

“At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple
was filled with smoke.

>*Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had
taken with tongs from the altar. “"With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”

8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will
go for us?”

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING ROMANS 8:12-17

12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—Dbut it is not to the flesh,
to live according to it. **For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. *The Spirit
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit
you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba,
Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Y’Now if
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL JOHN 3:1-17

!Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are
a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if
God were not with him.”

3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
they are born again.”

*How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

SJesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. ®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit
gives birth to spirit. "You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born
again.” ¥The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

%““How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

10¢you are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these
things? ™Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. *?I have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if | speak of heavenly
things? *No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the
Son of Man. *Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, “that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

®For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ’For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: ALLELUIA! LET PRAISES RING 481
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SERMON on John 3:1-17

Stand

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul,
eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all | need to keep
my body and life.
The Lord makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for people to cultivate—
bringing forth food from the earth.

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.
When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to
sonship.

Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all
sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his
holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.
The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.

I believe that | cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,
or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
No one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the
Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

In the same way, the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you
were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all.

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! From him and through
him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
O God Almighty, you are from everlasting to everlasting, dwelling in majesty, honor and
glory, the most blessed Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We bless you, almighty Father. Your glory fills the heavens and you cover
yourself with light as with a garment. How manifold are your works; in wisdom you have
made them all!

We worship you, O Christ, one and only Son of the Father. You were lifted up on
the cross that all who believe in you should not perish but have eternal life. You have been
exalted to the right hand of the Father and been given the Name which is above every name.
How great is your mercy; in love you have ransomed and redeemed us!

We praise you, O Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth. You called us by the gospel and
enlightened us with your gifts. You have gathered us into the Church and sanctified us by
your grace. How marvelous are your blessings; in grace you give them all!

Abide with your Church, O Lord, and make her people and pastors diligent in the
service to which you have called them. Strengthen your truth in our faltering hands, and
give us a lively hope in your bountiful promises. Have mercy on our sick, our weary and
our heavy-laden. With your powerful Word bring healing and comfort to those in need.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here
Finally, preserve us all for the coming of your heavenly kingdom, when we shall

see you face to face and faith shall be perfected in heavenly knowledge. In the name of
Christ Jesus, we pray. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

[HYMN: THE INFANT PRIEST WAS HOLY BORN 674 |
Stand
I[HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951 |

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! LORD GOD ALMIGHTY 483

Acknowledgments

Setting One from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

12



