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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00. 
 

 

RESURRECTION REALITY 

St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” Big word: Indeed!  

Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy ending to another epic fable. 

The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a holiday. Easter is history. On 

time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines reality for us all. If Christ 

remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality: Jesus is 

exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ remained dead, then 

the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is 

Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the 

resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we look at life now.  

The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of Easter “a joyful week of 

weeks”—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this glorious season, let us 

meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality.   

 

THE LIVING LORD GIVES PROOF AND PEACE  

In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by only one person. A 

self-proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some special encounter with God. “No really! 

Just trust me. It really happened.” The resurrection reality is so very different. In the Great 

Resurrection Chapter (1 Corinthians 15), St. Paul writes an entire paragraph listing all the people 

to whom Jesus appeared after he rose, including a group of over five hundred at one time. It is 

like St. Paul is telling skeptics, “You don’t need to take my word for it. Hundreds of us saw Jesus 

back from the dead.”  

The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength to those early believers. They knew 

there was more to their existence than just their time on earth. They knew the reality that eternal 

life was theirs, a gift from their living Lord. It gave them incredible joy and courage. May the 

resurrection reality give us the same.  
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HYMN:  WE HAVE A GOSPEL TO PROCLAIM  741 

 

Stand 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
M:  In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are 

hidden. 

C:  Amen. 

  

C:  Open my lips, Lord, 

        and my mouth will declare your praise. 

   You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

       you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

   My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 

       a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 

   For I know my transgressions, 

       and my sin is always before me. 

   Against you, you only, have I sinned 

       and done what is evil in your sight. 

  

C:  I confess that I am by nature sinful. 

I am guilty of many sins. 

I am distressed by the sins that trouble me. 

  

Silence for meditation and reflection.. 
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M:    For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 

C:   For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 

  

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

    according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence 

    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

  

M:  Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.” His death 

paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 

  

M:  By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:  Amen. 

  

M:  There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  

   You are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

  

C:  The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 

    slow to anger, abounding in love. 

He will not always accuse, 

    nor will he harbor his anger forever; 

he does not treat us as our sins deserve 

    or repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is his love for those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

    so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

    his love endures forever. 

  

M:  Serve your God with joy and gladness in the peace of your Savior. 

C:  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 

peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 

assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 
 

FIRST READING  ACTS 18:1–11 

 1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 

native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 

ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he was a tentmaker as they 

were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to 

persuade Jews and Greeks. 

 5When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6But when they opposed Paul and 

became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your 

own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

 7Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a 

worshiper of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; 

and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. 

 9One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 

not be silent. 10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have 

many people in this city.” 11So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the 

word of God. 

 
M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 16   My Heart, Therefore, Is Glad                                                                                      

We will read the psalm responsively by the half verse.  All will join in GLORY BE … 



Page 6 

   

SECOND READING        1 JOHN 1:1–4 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the 

Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 

eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have 

seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete. 

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL JOHN 20:19–31 

 19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 

doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone’s 

sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my 

side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

 28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

 M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
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HYMN:  O SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE KING  456 

 

 

SERMON ACTS 18:1–11 

 
 

Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                 (The congregation will join in singing the creed.) 

I believe in God the Father,  

Maker of the heav'n and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

God's own Son of human birth.  

Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate,  

Whom the Spirit did conceive; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate;  

He's the God whom I believe! 

 

Crucified, was dead and buried;  

Down to hell in victory; 

From the dead he rose the third day;  

Up to heav'n triumphantly.  

There at God's right hand he's ruling,  

By his will the world is led. 

He will come to judge the nations,  

Both the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Spirit,  

In his Church, his chosen band. 

They are joined in sweet communion,  

Holy in his sight they stand.  

I believe in sins forgiven;  

I believe I'll rise again; 

I believe in life eternal.  

Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 

Offering 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: THESE THINGS DID THOMAS COUNT AS REAL 468 
 

Stand 
 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

Be seated 
 

 

HYMN:  GOOD NEWS OF GOD ABOVE  905 

 


