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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

RESURRECTION REALITY
St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” Big word: Indeed!

Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy ending to another epic
fable. The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a holiday. Easter is
history. On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines reality for
us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised. So,
the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ
remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has indeed been
raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians
15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way we look at life
now.

The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of Easter “a joyful week
of weeks”—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this glorious season, let us
meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality.

THE RISEN SAVIOR PROVIDES GOOD SHEPHERDING
Scripture frequently pictures spiritual care in terms of a shepherd watching over sheep. Even folks
unfamiliar with shepherding are able to grasp the meaning. Sheep are helpless animals—an easy
meal for predators. For sheep to survive they needed a shepherd who not only leads them to
sources of food, but who also is willing to tangle with a pack of wolves. Jesus is such a shepherd.
He proved he is willing to lay down his life for his sheep.

The word “pastor” comes from the Latin word for “shepherd.” Today, there are plenty of
people— pastors, religious leaders, etc.—who claim they can provide healing for your soul. Yet,
Scripture warns that “many” of these are “false prophets” (1 John 4:1) who “distort the truth”
(Acts 20:30). Many! But the resurrection reality is that our Good Shepherd is faithful. He will
raise up true sub-shepherds who know Christ and proclaim the truth of his gospel.
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HYMN: CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY; ALLELUIA 442

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M: In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are
hidden.
C: Amen.

C: Open my lips, Lord,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
You do not delight in sacrifice, or 1 would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.
For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.

C: I confess that | am by nature sinful.
I am guilty of many sins.
I am distressed by the sins that trouble me.

Silence for meditation and reflection..
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For all this | am sorry. | pray for forgiveness.
For all this I am sorry. | pray for forgiveness.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.” His
death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe
this?

Yes, | believe.

By the authority of Christ, | forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
You are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
He will not always accuse,
nor will he harbor his anger forever;
he does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion on his children,
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
his love endures forever.

Serve your God with joy and gladness in the peace of your Savior.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep.
Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s
house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Be seated
FIRST READING ACTS 20:28-32

2K eep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. %I know that
after | leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. *Even from
your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.
3130 be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night
and day with tears.

32¢Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HYMN: THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, ’LL NOT WANT 555
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SECOND READING 1 JOHN 4:1-6

!Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. ?This is how you can recognize
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.

4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in
you is greater than the one who is in the world. °They are from the world and therefore speak
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. ®We are from God, and whoever
knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we
recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL JOHN 10:11-18

14T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 1*The
hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. *The man runs
away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

1«1 am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— °just as the
Father knows me and | know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. ‘°I have other
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and
there shall be one flock and one shepherd. }'The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my
life—only to take it up again. ®No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. |
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my
Father.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
4 .

HYMN: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 552
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SERMON ACTS 20:28-32

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED (The congregation will join in singing the creed.)
| believe in God the Father,
Maker of the heav'n and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, our Savior,
God's own Son of human birth.
Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate,
Whom the Spirit did conceive;
Suffered under Pontius Pilate;
He's the God whom | believe!

Crucified, was dead and buried;
Down to hell in victory;

From the dead he rose the third day;
Up to heav'n triumphantly.

There at God's right hand he’s ruling,
By his will the world is led.

He will come to judge the nations,
Both the living and the dead.

I believe in God the Spirit,

In his Church, his chosen band.
They are joined in sweet communion,
Holy in his sight they stand.

I believe in sins forgiven;

I believe I'll rise again;

I believe in life eternal.

Amen! Amen! Amen!

Offering

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: THE STRIFE IS O’ER, THE BATTLE DONE 452

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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Be seated

HYMN: JESUS, SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP 551
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