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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 

 

  



Page 2 

   

Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00. 
 

 

RETHINKING RELIGION 

Everyone has assumptions about God. Likewise, everyone has assumptions about religion. 

Increasingly, those assumptions are negative. Americans are walking away from Christianity in 

breathtaking numbers. It raises the question. How do those people know if their assumptions 

about religion are correct? Do they really understand Christianity at all? Do we? Do we truly 

understand this religion?  

 

In the season of Lent, as much as any other, Jesus teaches things that turns the world’s 

assumptions about religion completely upside down. We call it “Christianity.” So, in this holy 

season, let us go straight to Christ and let him replace assumptions with truth. Jesus, help us to 

rethink religion! 
 

 

RETHINKING THE WORTH OF WORSHIP  

 

Person A never attends worship. He can’t see the point. Person B attends every week out of a 

slavish sense of obligation. Her mind wanders during the services, for she views the activities of 

worship merely as tasks for her to complete. Who is worse off? Rather than debating the point, let 

us just admit neither understand the true worth of worship. And that is exactly what Satan wants.  

Many think worship is about what we do for God. It is the other way around. As we gather around 

Word and sacrament, the Spirit moves us to love and trust in God above all things. Moved by the 

cross of Christ, we bow down before our God. We commune with him. And that’s exactly what 

God wants.   
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HYMN:  ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME  839 

 

Stand 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; Johann Rist, 1607–1667 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
Tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do anything that 

is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to your will; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 
 

FIRST READING  EXODUS 20:1–17 

 1And God spoke all these words: 
2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
4“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 

the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the 

third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousand generations of 

those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name. 
8“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, 10but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, 

neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 

foreigner residing in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God 

is giving you. 
13“You shall not murder. 
14“You shall not commit adultery. 
15“You shall not steal. 
16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 

male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

  
M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 19: THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD (in the front of the hymnal)  

We will read the psalm responsively by the half verse.  All will join in GLORY BE … 

 

 

SECOND READING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18–25 

 18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

 the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

 20Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God 

the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what 

was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but 

we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 

whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength. 

 

 

M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN: ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR IMAGE 405 

 

GOSPEL        JOHN 2:13–22 
 13When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 

temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 

exchanging money. 15So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both 

sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16To 

those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a 

market!” 17His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

 18The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to 

do all this?” 

 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

 20They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to 

raise it in three days?” 21But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the 

words that Jesus had spoken. 
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 M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME 558 

 

SERMON 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18–25 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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SOLO: THE POWER OF THE CROSS 423 
 

Stand 
 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

Be seated 
 

 

 

HYMN:  UPON THE CROSS EXTENDED 434 

 

 


