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HYMN: STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED 430

Please stand.
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son { and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C Lord of life, I confess that | am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil | have done and the
good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever.

Like the disciples, | have boldly declared loyalty to you only to fail to proclaim
your name; I have foolishly listened to the devil’s lies only to be crushed with
guilt and shame.

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made
us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ
through his called servant: | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son { and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Prayer
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you

for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your

name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of

your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our

living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Please be seated.

PSALM 119D: TEACH ME, O LORD (in the front of the hymnal) We
will read the psalm responsively by the half verse. The pastor will read the first half; the
congregation the second half.




Psalm Prayer

M: Lord, your Word is my delight. When | was lost in the darkness of sin, you penetrated
my heart with the light of your Word. Let it enlighten my path each day that | may
serve you in holiness. Let your Word shine through all I say and do that others may
see you and praise your saving name. In Jesus’ name I pray.

C: Amen.

Passion Reading from a Harmony of the Gospels: Trial before Pilate
Seasonal Response

C: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of
us all. By his wounds we are healed.

HYMN: I LOOK NOT BACK 815
Sung to the tune of We Are the Lord’s

Sermon on Matthew 26:57-75 Testimony

" Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers
of the law and the elders had assembled. %8 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to
the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.

%9 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus
so that they could put him to death.  But they did not find any, though many false witnesses
came forward.

Finally two came forward ® and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.” ”

52 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is
this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” ® But Jesus remained silent.

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are
the Christ, the Son of God.”

84<Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”

% Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we
need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. ® What do you think?”

“He is worthy of death,” they answered.

%7 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him % and
said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?”

% Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also
were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said.

"Byt he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.




"> Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people
there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

"2He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one
of them, for your accent gives you away.”

*Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, “I don’t know the
man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. ™ Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:
“Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept
bitterly.

Please stand.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Evening Prayer

M: O God our Father, by your mercy and might, the world turns safely into darkness and
returns again to light. We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved
problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will prosper.
To your great love and protection, we commit each other and all those we love,
knowing that you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing

M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, { and the Holy Spirit, bless us
and keep us.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN: ABIDE WITH ME 783

We thank Pastor Joel VVoss for sharing God’s Word with us. Next week Pastor Jacobs leads
our Lenten worship under the theme God on Trial: Misconceptions.




