
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 10, 2024 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee.  Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible 

Study at 11:00 am. 
 

 

 

RETHINKING THE SOLUTION TO SIN  

   

While not every religion uses the word “sin,” they all embrace the concept. Every religion 

acknowledges that mankind’s flawed attitudes or misguided actions are a source of pain, 

both now and potentially in eternity. So, every religion offers a solution: a set of laws, a 

moral code, a path to more enlightened behavior. What do they have in common? We are 

to solve sin through human effort. Be better! Try harder! This is the heart of every false 

religion. Those who correctly understand they will never overcome their sin are crushed 

by guilt. Those who ludicrously believe they have defeated their sin are killed by pride.  

True religion offers a better way—one that frees us from guilt and has no room for pride. 

Jesus teaches that the solution to our sin is not to work harder. It is to trust in the work he 

has done for us. Salvation comes through Spirit-wrought faith in Christ.  

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN:  NOT UNTO US CW 582 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

♫ GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH ♫ CW 157 
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  

we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,  

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.  

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 

Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be 

cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 
 
FIRST READING  NUMBERS 21:4–9 
 4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around 

Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against 

Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 

 6Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 

Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against 

the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 

 8The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 

can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 

when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
Tune: Public domain 

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 2:1–10 

 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to 

live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 

the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among 

them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 

thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4But because of his great 

love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were 

dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with 

Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the 

coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can 

boast. 10For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

GOSPEL JOHN 3:14–21 

 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes 

in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 

because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19This is the 

verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because 

their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the 

light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into 

the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the 

sight of God. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
 
 
 

HYMN: GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE CW 570 

 
 
SERMON on EPHESIANS 2:1-10 
 
Stand 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed is your name forever and ever.  Blessed are you, O 

Lord, and blessed is your Word forever and ever.  Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed is 

your Son Jesus forever ever. 

 O God, we praise you for your mercies.  You have redeemed our life from 

destruction and crowned us with loving-kindness.  You have not dealt with us as our sins 

deserved, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  Out of your unspeakable grace and 

mercy, you gave your only Son to be made sin for us that we have eternal life.  We bless 

and praise you that through faith in Christ we are delivered from the bondage of sin into 

the glorious liberty of your children. 

 Cause your gospel to be preached in all lands and in every language.  Maintain 

your Church in the true faith as one body under Christ.  Deliver us from the works of the 

wicked and preserve us in all dangers through which we must pass. 

 To all who suffer sickness, pain, disease, affliction or adversity of body, mind or 

spirit, give the strength that will enable them to bear their cross and the spirit of him who 

taught us to pray, “Your will be done.” 

 

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here 

 

 O Father, in the glorious name of your Son and for his kingdom’s sake, we pray 

these things.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 

PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 

devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with 

all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 

world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 

the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 

curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with 

you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. 

Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF YOUR LORD CW 661 

HYMN: WITH ALL MY HEART I PRAISE YOU, LORD CW 658 

 

Stand 
 

HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT CW 951 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 

minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and +  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: AMAZING GRACE CW 576 
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