
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 4, 2024 

5th Sunday after Epiphany  

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00. 
 

 

 

FROM THE RIVER TO THE MOUNTAIN 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” Today, if someone says, “I had an 

epiphany,” he means he had some extremely important, life-changing revelation. Within the 

Church Year, that is the purpose of the season of Epiphany—to reveal important truths about 

Jesus Christ, truths that will indeed change your life.  

 

For most of his adult life, Jesus was known simply as Mary’s son. He followed his adoptive 

father, Joseph, into the carpentry business. People in his hometown of Nazareth probably thought 

of Jesus as a very nice man—hardworking, honest, a role model for others. (That is still how 

many think of Jesus today.) But around the age of thirty, the fuller truth about Jesus began to be 

revealed: his person, his power, his purpose. It started with Jesus standing in a river with John the 

Baptist. The biggest epiphany took place at a mountain, where select followers saw Jesus shining 

brighter than the sun. All these epiphanies—all these revelations about Jesus—changed the lives 

of everyone around him. In this season of Epiphany, as we follow Jesus from the river to the 

mountain, may they change us too. 

 

THE DEVIL’S WORK UNDONE 

Martin Luther once said, “Where God built a church, there the devil would also build a chapel.” 

Satan and the other demons hate God. They demonstrate hatred by hurting those that God loves in 

any way they can. The epiphany Christ wants us to have is this: demons are real, they are 

plenteous, and they are dangerous. But Christ would also have us see that he is continually 

undoing the devil’s work. More, through his Word, Christ Jesus gives us the power to resist the 

devil and stand firm in the faith.   
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HYMN:  HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED  384 

 

Stand 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Heavenly Father, keep your family continually in true faith, so that those who rely only 

on the hope of your heavenly grace may be protected by your mighty power; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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FIRST READING  ISAIAH 40:27–31 

27Why do you complain, Jacob? 

 Why do you say, Israel, 

“My way is hidden from the LORD; 

 my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
28Do you not know? 

 Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

 and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29He gives strength to the weary 

 and increases the power of the weak. 
30Even youths grow tired and weary, 

 and young men stumble and fall; 
31but those who hope in the LORD 

 will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

 they will run and not grow weary, 

 they will walk and not be faint. 

  
M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 103B: PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN Psalter page 541 
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SECOND READING 1 PETER 5:6–11 
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 

time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

 8Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the 

family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

 10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 

suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11To him 

be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

M:  Alleluia. Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL        MARK 1:29-39 
 29As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of 

Simon and Andrew. 30Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told 

Jesus about her. 31So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she 

began to wait on them. 

 32That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-

possessed. 33The whole town gathered at the door, 34and Jesus healed many who had various 

diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they 

knew who he was. 

 35Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went 

off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37and 

when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” 

 38Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there 

also. That is why I have come.” 39So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their 

synagogues and driving out demons. 

 

 

 M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL 850 

 

 

SERMON Mark 1:29-39 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN:  I RUN TO CHRIST 833 
 

Stand 
 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

Be seated 
 

 

 

HYMN:  ON EAGLE’S WINGS 821 

Please note that instead of the final refrain we will sing the normal refrain following the last verse. 
 

 


