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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

RETHINKING RELIGION
Everyone has assumptions about God. Likewise, everyone has assumptions about religion.
Increasingly, those assumptions are negative. Americans are walking away from Christianity in
breathtaking numbers. It raises the question. How do those people know if their assumptions
about religion are correct? Do they really understand Christianity at all? Do we? Do we truly
understand this religion?

In the season of Lent, as much as any other, Jesus teaches things that turns the world’s
assumptions about religion completely upside down. We call it “Christianity.” So, in this holy
season, let us go straight to Christ and let him replace assumptions with truth. Jesus, help us to
rethink religion!

RETHINKING TRIALS, TESTS, AND TEMPTATIONS
“If God loves us, why doesn t he remove all the trials and tests and temptations that we face?”
That question demonstrates the religious assumption that those things are bad. They aren’t. In the
hands of a loving God, they are tools by which he refines our faith. He uses tests as a way to
compel us to be less self-reliant, and instead trust in his strength. He uses trials to teach us that
this broken world is not our true home. God even takes Satan’s temptations and uses them for our
good.

Trials, tests, and temptations are not exceptions to God’s love. That’s a false assumption! These
are examples of God’s love. Proof is that God allowed his beloved Son Jesus to face trials and
temptations, so that he might be our perfect savior and substitute.
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HYMN: FROM GOD CAN NOTHING MOVE ME 826

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s
temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the world
from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against
the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
FIRST READING GENESIS 22:1-18

1Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

2Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain [ will show you.”

3Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of
his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for
the place God had told him about. “On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the
distance. °*He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.
We will worship and then we will come back to you.”

éAbraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, “Isaac spoke up and
said to his father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

8Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”
And the two of them went on together.

*When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. °Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. *But the angel of
the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

12“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now | know that
you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

BAbraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went
over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. **So Abraham called
that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it
will be provided.”
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The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time ®and said, “I
swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies, ®and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have
obeyed me.”

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25B: | LIFT MY SOUL TO YOU Psalter page 123

SECOND READING ROMANS 8:31-39
$\What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? *2He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things? **Who will bring any charge against those whom
God has chosen? It is God who justifies. **Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ
Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. **Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? *As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. *For | am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, **neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
M: We do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses; we have
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
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GOSPEL MARK 1:12-15
12At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, **and he was in the wilderness forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
1 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. *“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe
the good news!”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

| HYMN OF THE DAY: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 863

SERMON ROMANS 8:31-39

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Page 7



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

HYMN: AFFLICTED SAINT, TO CHRIST DRAW NEAR

867

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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Be seated

| HYMN: CHRIST, THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR
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