Feburay 11, 2024
Last Sunday after Epiphany - Transfiguration

A biding
/V ord

Evangelical Lutheran Church

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio

At Abiding Word
We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach).



Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church

Wisconsin Synod
513.677.9357 abidingword.com

[Abiding Word Lutheran Church ] Pastor -Troy Jacobs  937.503.3333  welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible
Study at 11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

FROM THE RIVER TO THE MOUNTAIN
“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” Today, if someone says, “I
had an epiphany,” he means he had some extremely important, life-changing revelation.
Within the Church Year, that is the purpose of the season of Epiphany—to reveal
important truths about Jesus Christ, truths that will indeed change your life.

A GLIMPSE OF HIS TRUE GLORY
We began this worship series in the Jordan River. At his baptism, Jesus heard his Father’s
glorious voice: “You are my Son, whom I love” (Mark 1:11). From that day, in word and
deed, Jesus began to reveal more about himself. He demonstrated the extent of his
authority and power and love. Along the way, we had an epiphany. Jesus has to be the
very Son of God! Yet, Jesus looked so normal, like an ordinary carpenter or your average
rabbi or just another prophet. Until today. We have traveled from the river to the
mountain. Today, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus gives us a glimpse of his true
glory. As we see him in his dazzling brilliance, the Father speaks again, this time to us:
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
This final epiphany prepares us for the journey of Lent where we will witness the most
glorious work that Jesus would do when he came down from this mountain.
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HYMN: CHRIST BEGINS CW 385

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

JJ GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH Jj CW 157
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came
from the bright cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make
us co-heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING 2 KINGS 2:1-12a

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has
sent me to Bethel.”

But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel.

3The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you
know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”

“Yes, | know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”

*Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave
you.” So they went to Jericho.

°The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do
you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”’

“Yes, | know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”

®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave
you.” So the two of them walked on.

"Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing
the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8Elijah took his cloak, rolled
it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the
two of them crossed over on dry ground.

"When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you
before I am taken from you?”

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.

1Y ou have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am
taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”
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1As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and
horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a
whirlwind. *?Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and
horsemen of Israel!”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
PSALM 2D: GREAT ARE THE WORKS OF THE LORD Psalter page 9
SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “The god
of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. SFor what we preach is
not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’
sake. ®For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. A cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son,
whom I love. Listen to him!” Alleluia.



GOSPEL MARK 9:2-9

2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high
mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. *His clothes
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. “And there
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

SPeter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” ®(He did not know what to say,
they were so frightened.)

"Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud:
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them
except Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell
anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

‘HYMN: DOWN FROM THE MOUNT OF GLORY CW 388

SERMON on MARK 9:2-9

Stand



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We praise you, O Father, for the precious gift of your Son and for his glorious
transfiguration on the holy mountain. Give us the firm resolve to listen to your Son, the
joyful readiness to believe his promises, and the spirited willingness to live according to
his will. By the appearance of Moses and Elijah remind us that blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord, for they shall know the power of his resurrection when Christ will transform
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

O God and Father, let your Holy Spirit find a dwelling in our poor bodies and
transform our weak, sinful lives into the radiance of goodness, purity and righteousness.
Transform our souls and minds by the renewing grace that flows from you. Take our
sicknesses and pains, our sorrows and mourning; take our disappointments and despair;
take our pride and anger, our hate and fear; take all these, O Father, and transform them by
the power of your Spirit into noble impulses, pure motives, kind thoughts, constructive
deeds, high courage and true faith. Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, and send us
your aid.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here

Look upon your Church here and in every place, and grant that we and all who
bear the name of Christ may daily offer up to you the acceptable sacrifices of repentance,
thanksgiving and loving obedience. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and by your mercy grant our
petitions for Jesus’ sake. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

[HYMN: TAKE AND EAT CW 676 |
Stand
‘HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT CW 951 ‘

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: DRAW US TO THEE CW 700
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