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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

FROM THE RIVER TO THE MOUNTAIN
“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” Today, if someone says, “I had an
epiphany,” he means he had some extremely important, life-changing revelation. Within the
Church Year, that is the purpose of the season of Epiphany—to reveal important truths about
Jesus Christ, truths that will indeed change your life.

For most of his adult life, Jesus was known simply as Mary’s son. He followed his adoptive
father, Joseph, into the carpentry business. People in his hometown of Nazareth probably thought
of Jesus as a very nice man—nhardworking, honest, a role model for others. (That is still how
many think of Jesus today.) But around the age of thirty, the fuller truth about Jesus began to be
revealed: his person, his power, his purpose. It started with Jesus standing in a river with John the
Baptist. The biggest epiphany took place at a mountain, where select followers saw Jesus shining
brighter than the sun. All these epiphanies—all these revelations about Jesus—changed the lives
of everyone around him. In this season of Epiphany, as we follow Jesus from the river to the
mountain, may they change us too.

IT BEGINS WITH BAPTISM
At his baptism in the Jordan River Jesus was publicly anointed with the Holy Spirit and
designated by God the Father as his chosen Messiah. Thus, Jesus’ baptism was the beginning of
his public ministry. Jesus’ baptism revealed that he was not just a nice guy who could make a
sturdy table. He was God’s chosen servant, the one who had come to bring salvation to the ends
of the earth. Jesus is the one willing to stand in our place as our substitute and Savior.

Jesus’ baptism reveals to us who he really is. Our own baptism does the same! Our baptism was

the beginning of a new and better life—eternal lifel—a gift graciously given to us by our truest
friend. Jesus’ ministry and our eternity with him. It begins with baptism.
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HYMN: BAPTISMAL WATERS COVER ME 657

Stand
M: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely |1 am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we
inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are
condemned to eternal death.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life
on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a
new life. We rejoice that we were baptized. Through water and the Word, we received
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and gained the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of

water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace
all the days of your life. Peace be with you.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ
faithful in our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
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FIRST READING

!Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant nations:
Before | was born the LORD called me;
from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quiver.
SHe said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
“But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand,
and my reward is with my God.”

*And now the LORD says—
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself,
for | am honored in the eyes of the LORD
and my God has been my strength—
®he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel | have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ISAIAH 49:1-6

PSALM 2D:GREAT ARE THE WORKS OF THE LORD

page 9 in the gray Psalter
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SECOND READING ROMANS 6:1-11
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means!
We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? *Or don’t you know that all

of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with
him in a resurrection like his. °For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— ’because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. °For we know that
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.
0The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

1In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL MARK 1:4-11

“And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. °The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. ®John wore clothing
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
"And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose
sandals 1 am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8l baptize you with water, but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

%At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
0Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. *And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love;
with you I am well pleased.”

C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY: TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD 377

SERMON Mark 1:4-11

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: O CHRIST, OUR TRUE AND ONLY LIGHT

904

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
2H | ~ 1
W—rwdﬁﬂ:ﬂ
C: A -men. A - men A - men.
Be seated

HYMN: ALL CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED

682 |
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