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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY: A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN
“I bring you good news of great joy.... A Savior has been born.” Think of what the
angel’s statement means. If you believe you are basically a decent person—not perfect,
but good enough—you can still enjoy the carols and appreciate the pretty lights. You can
still relish giving presents and gathering with family. But you will not have “great joy”
this Christmas. For the angel said that the “good news of great joy” was the fact that “a
Savior has been born.” One cannot truly celebrate Christmas unless one believes he needs
salvation.

Let us then use this night to acknowledge that we aren t good enough people in God’s
eyes. Sin lives in our hearts and permeates our lives. We need to be saved—from the guilt
of that sin, from the power of the devil, and from eternal death. So, Jesus came to do just
that—save us. So great was his love for us, he left the throne of heaven, crawled into a
manger, and would not stop until he reached the cross. Oh, come let us adore him!



HYMN: PEACE CAME TO EARTH CW 330

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary. He
came to share our humanity.

We remember Jesus whose name means Savior. He came to save his people from
their sins.

We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.
We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

CONFESSION CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN: ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY CW 347




THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light. Grant
that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him in all
his glory in the life to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING ISAIAH 7:10-14

©Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, *“Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in
the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”

2Byt Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”

¥Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the
patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? *Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



‘PSALM 96D: SING TO THE LORD, YE DISTANT LANDS Psalter page 502 ‘

SECOND READING TITUS 3:4-7

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, °he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ®whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, “so that, having been justified by his grace,
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah,
the Lord. Alleluia.



GOSPEL LUKE 2:1-20

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. ?(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) *And everyone went to their own town to register.

S0 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. *He
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was
expecting a child. *While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, “and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. °An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. *Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. *This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,
1%“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

®\When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us about.”

1830 they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. "When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, *®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said
to them. *But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. ®The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen, which were just as they had been told.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

‘HYMN: O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL CW 327

SERMON on ISAIAH 7:10-14

Stand



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Dearest Jesus, hear our humble prayer on this Christmas Eve, as we gather in festive
spirit to celebrate the wonders of your holy birth. We confess that all the words that we
speak and sing to your glory fall far short of the praise we sinners owe you, our God, who
left your throne in heaven to appear here in lowliness as our Savior. A stable was your
first home; a manger, your first bed. Yet for our sakes, you endured far deeper
humiliation than this: for you came to bear the cross, the shame, the suffering, and even
the death, which we sinners deserve for our sins.

We thank you for coming here and sharing our human nature, for you did this that we
might share your glory and immortality in heaven. We thank you for your marvelous
love, which made you willing to sacrifice yourself on the cross for us. We thank you for
the joy of being saved and for the privilege of living our lives to you. And we also thank
you that we can hear again the precious story of your birth--and rejoice again in the
heavenly peace announced by the angels.

Bless our children that they may remain faithful to you throughout their lives: ever ador-
ing you as their Lord and King, ever trusting you as their Savior, and ever serving you as
their loving Master. Keep us all in the faith and direct our footsteps from day to day with
the light of your love and truth that shines tonight so brightly in our hearts. In your
mercy beam the gospel of salvation to every nation and people. Convert the hearts of
sinners everywhere that they may rejoice with us at your birth and find comfort in the
sacrifice you made for sinners on the cross. Take us all at last to heaven, where--together
with the angels and all saints--we will sing your praise in perfect love through endless
ages. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy hame and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the
crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son
to redeem us from sin.

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those
under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins,
increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when
Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

‘HYMN: JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR CW 659 ‘
Stand
‘HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT CW 951 ‘

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD CW 355
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