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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. The Sunday School will practice at 10:45am in
sanctuary. Bible Study will be at 11:00am in the fellowship hall.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

THEME OF THE DAY

PREPARE TO MEET HIM
Scriptures teach that King Jesus is the Son of God in flesh and the only hope for
salvation. Jesus himself claimed that he is the only way into the glorious kingdom of
heaven. You do not approach meeting someone like that casually or carelessly. You
prepare meticulously. What does that mean? What does a life of readiness—ready to meet
such a King—Ilook like? In one word: repentance. If we insist on hanging onto our sins,
how can we receive the One who came for the very purpose of taking those sins away?

Throughout history, God has raised up called servants—Iike John the Baptist—to preach
a message of repentance. This repentance is central to our preparation for the Lord’s
coming. Without repentance, the King’s coming only terrifies. But all those who believe
and repent look forward to the coming of the King and the consummation of his
everlasting kingdom.



HYMN: COMFORT, COMFORT ALL MY PEOPLE CW 312

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus who came in history. He came into a
world of sin and death.

We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared
the way of the Lord.

We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.

Two Advent candles are lit.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

CONFESSION CW 154
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

JJ GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH Jj CW 157
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world,;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING ISAIAH 40:1-11
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.

2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her

that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for,

that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

%A voice of one calling:

“In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

“*Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low;

the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.

SAnd the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

®A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?”

“All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field.

"The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.

8The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.”

%Y ou who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain.

You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout,

lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”

9See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm.

See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.

He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



‘PSALM 85A: LORD, IN YOUR MERCY HEAR MY PRAYER Psalter page 431 ‘

SECOND READING 2 PETER 3:8-14

8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. °The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

0Byt the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with
a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will
be laid bare.

USince everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you
to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives ‘?as you look forward to the day of God and
speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the
elements will melt in the heat. **But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward
to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.

1430 then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort
to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all people will
see God’s salvation. Alleluia.



GOSPEL MARK 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2as it
is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”—
3«a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.” ”

“And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. °The whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan
River. 8John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. “And this was his message: “After me comes the one more
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8l
baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

‘HYMN: ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY CW 316

SERMON on ISAIAH 40:1-11

Stand



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

O Lord God, the Father of all light and wisdom, you are righteous in all your ways
and true in all your judgments. We give thanks for your Word and most especially for the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We ask your blessing on all who preach, teach, read and
study your Word, that all people may hear its joyful sound and glorify your holy Name.

O God, fill us with all joy and peace through faith in you, that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Help us that we may serve you with pure hearts,
worship you with clean hands, obey you with willing minds, fear and love you above all
things, and trust you with perfect confidence.

To this end, guard and preserve us that the devil, the world, and our own flesh may
not deceive us, nor lead us into error, unbelief and sin. Keep us steadfast in faith and love
that we may obtain that inheritance which has been offered to all and promised to us for
the sake of your Son.

We pray your blessing on our homes and families. Rule in the hearts of parents
and children. Give strength and healing to the sick; give comfort to those who sorrow;
give guidance to our youth; give joy and hope to the aged; give courage to the perplexed.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here
Finally, lead all of us to look now and always to Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of

our faith, who in his second Advent will receive us and all believers to himself and to you,
O Father, and the Holy Spirit. In his holy name we pray these things. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

‘HYMN: THE INFANT PRIEST WAS HOLY BORN CW 674 ‘
Stand
‘HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT CW 951 ‘

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: ARISE. O CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CW 310
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