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Welcome!
We welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness
and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) As a safety precaution there will be no after service coffee or
refreshments. If you would like to socialize responsibly before and after the service, please use the
fellowship hall. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and
bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.



EVENING PRAYER

Page 215 of Christian Worship

| HYMN: COME AWAY FROM RUSH AND HURRY 913
Sung in place of the song on page 216.

PSALM 80

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock; you who sit enthroned
between the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. Awaken your might;
come and save us.

Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.

O LorD God Almighty, how long will your anger smolder against the prayers of your
people? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the
bowlful. You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us.

Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the
ground for it, and it took root and filled the land. The mountains were covered with its shade, the
mighty cedars with its branches. It sent out its boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.

Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes? Boars from the
forest ravage it and the creatures of the field feed on it. Return to us, O God Almighty! Look
down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, the son
you have raised up for yourself.

Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish. Let your
hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself. Then we
will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name.

Restore us, O LORD God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.

READING LUKE 1:1-22

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us,
Zjust as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word. * Therefore, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning,
it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, #so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

®In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. ® Both of them were
upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly.
"But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.



8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, ° he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and
burn incense. * And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers
were praying outside.

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
12\When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 3 But the angel said to him:
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you are to give him the name John. *He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice
because of his birth, **for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. ® Many of the people
of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 1" And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well
along in years.”

19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to
speak to you and to tell you this good news. 2° And now you will be silent and not able to speak
until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their
proper time.”

2L Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in
the temple. 2 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in
the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.

HYMN: GOD’S OWN SON MOST HOLY 321

SERMON ON LUKE 1:1-12

HYMN: HOLY IS YOUR NAME 956

The liturgy continues on page 221 of Christian Worship.

HYMN: ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD, THIS NIGHT 789




