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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. No Sunday School or Bible Class today.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

THEME OF THE DAY - GODLY GOVERNMENT
“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established” (Romans 13:1). Note the absolute language: no
authority. None. Stated positively, every government and all government authority
figures have power only because God gave it to them. Therefore, as citizens of the United
States, we don’t support the government because those we voted for were elected or
because we approve of the current tax policy or even because freedom of religion is
enshrined in the First Amendment. We support our government simply because it was
instituted by God. Jesus himself taught that we owe respect and obedience to our
government, even when it doesn’t align with our political preferences. Christians
sometimes struggle with this. We see that government and rulers can be evil. Certainly, if
government asks us to sin, “we must obey God rather than human beings” (Acts 5:29).
But the existence of corrupt government and evil rulers does not negate what Scripture
says to be true. “There is no authority except that which God has established.” Therefore,
when we talk about “godly government” we are not saying that the only legitimate
governments are those who do what is perfectly godly. We are confessing our belief that
the King of kings is in perfect control of all the governments of this world, and that he
works in all things—including tyrants and dictators—for the eternal good of his dear
children.



HYMN: OPEN, LOVELY DOORS CW 912

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 154
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

J] GLORIA/J]

1 To God on high be glory and peace to all the earth,

for God has shown his favor in Jesus’ holy birth!

Almighty God and Father, our humble thanks we bring;

we worship you, we bless you, Lord God, our heav’nly King.

2 O Lamb of God exalted, you take all sin away;
extend to us your mercy and hear us as we pray.

With God the Holy Spirit, at God the Father’s throne,
you reign, O Christ, forever, for you are Lord alone!

THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that

your church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING DANIEL 1:3-21

$Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s
service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— “young men
without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well
informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to
teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. °The king assigned them a
daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three
years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.

®Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael
and Azariah. "The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar;
to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.

8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he
asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. °Now God had
caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, °but the official told Daniel,
“I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he
see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my
head because of you.”

'Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, '*“Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing
but vegetables to eat and water to drink. *Then compare our appearance with that of the
young men who eat the royal food and treat your servants in accordance with what you
see.” 150 he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.

15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of
the young men who ate the royal food. **So the guard took away their choice food and the
wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.

1"To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.
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1At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief
official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. °The king talked with them, and he found
none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service.
2In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he
found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.
2LAnd Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

‘PSALM 96D: SING TO THE LORD, YE DISTANT LANDS  Page 502 in the Psalter ‘

SECOND READING ROMANS 13:1-7

!Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by
God. 2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God
has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. *For rulers hold
no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free
from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. “For
the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. *Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.

®This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give
their full time to governing. ‘Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay
taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. In Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power
and authority. Alleluia.  Colossians 2:10

GOSPEL MATTHEW 22:15-22

5Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. *¥They sent
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you
are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.
You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. Y Tell us
then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”

8But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to
trap me? °Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius,
2and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”

21“Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is
God’s.”

22\When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

‘HYMN: PRAISE THE ALMIGHTY; MY SOUL, ADORE HIM CW 619

SERMON on DANIEL 1:3-21

Stand



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

O almighty God and heavenly Father, you are holy and righteous. Your
glory fills the universe, and your power encompasses the world. Your mercy is
from everlasting to everlasting, and your truth endures throughout all generations.
Be in the midst of your people, O Lord, and hear the voice of our supplication.

We thank you for all your mercies. Your kindness is new every morning.
We praise you for the light of your Word. We glorify you for all your blessings.
No good thing has been withheld from your people.

But especially do we thank you, O Lord, for the mighty gift you bestowed
on us in your Son Jesus Christ, who took upon himself the form of a servant,
humbled himself, and became obedient to death, even death on a cross, in order that
we might receive the forgiveness of sins, have the assurance of eternal life, and the
certainty of the resurrection of our bodies on the last day.

Deliver us from the tribulations of this world. Prosper your Church in all
her endeavors to which you have called her. Help us to work diligently while it is
still day and bless our efforts with success.

We ask you to look in mercy on all the sick and any who are stricken in
body, mind or spirit. Assure them of your tender care and heal them with your love.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here

Finally, Lord, forgive us our sins for Christ’s sake, and give us that peace
which surpasses all understanding, that joy which no man can take from us, and
that hope which does not fade away. We pray this in the Name that is above every
name, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

JJ SANCTUS J]
1 Sing, “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts on high,
your everlasting glory fills earth and sea and sky.”
Our voices cry, “Hosanna!” Lord, hear our humble plea:
in mercy, come and save us; in love, come set us free.

2 Hosanna in the highest! How blest is Christ our King,
who died as our Redeemer, eternal life to bring!

How blest are you, Lord Jesus, now coming in God’s name!
“Hosanna in the highest!” our grateful hearts proclaim.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve
us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory
everlasting.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J1 AGNUS J]
1 O Lamb of God, once lifted high upon a cross to bleed and die,
in perfect love you took our place—bestow on us your saving grace.

2 O Lamb of God, your sacrifice has cancelled sin, has paid its price;
your perfect love will never cease—have mercy, Lord, and grant us peace.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

‘HYMN: JESUS COMES TODAY WITH HEALING CW 668 ‘
Stand
‘HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT CW 951 ‘

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: O GOD, YOUR HAND THE HEAVENS MADE CW 751
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