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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for the picnic after the service.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

WORSHIP SERIES
“I want a church that...” How would you complete that statement? Would you focus on size—Dbig
or small? Would you think more about style—formal versus laid back? Is it certain desired
church programs that come to mind? What exactly do you want in a church?

In this worship series, we see that that is not the right question. Scripture says Jesus bought the
Church with his blood. So, the right question then becomes: what does God want in a church?
You might find a church that runs all the youth programs you want or has a vibe that you enjoy or
is in your ideal location. But if that church is not doing what Christ wants it do, then it really is
not a spiritually healthy place to be. So, let us think about the church God wants. What does it
look like? What are its priorities? What does it all do?

A CHURCH THAT'S QUICK TO FORGIVE
“Pay it forward.” That phrase means that when someone does something for you, instead of
paying that person back directly, you pass along kindness to another person instead. Doing
something kind for someone else is a way of thanking the person who originally did something
kind for you.

Today God applies that concept to forgiveness. God forgave our countless sins. He was willing to
pay an incomprehensible price—the death of his Son. Obviously, we will never have occasion do
the same for God. We will never have to forgive God because everything he does for us shows
perfect love and care. God never wrongs us. But others may do us wrong.

Others may cause us pain. And when we are quick to forgive, it is one way we thank God for
being so quick to forgive us. This is what God wants in his Church—people who, like him, are
quick to forgive.
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386 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to
2 Man - i - fest at Jor - dan’s stream, Proph - et, Priest, and
3 Man - i - fest in mak - ing whole pal - sied limbs and
4 Sun and moon shall dark - ened be, stars shall fall, the
5 Grant wus grace to see you, Lord, mir - rored in your
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you we raise, man - i - fest - ed by the star
King su - preme, and at Ca - na, wed - ding guest,
faint - ing soul; man - i - fest in val iant fight,
heav’ns shall flee. Christ will then like light - ning shine;
ho - ly Word. May our lives and all we do
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Da - vid’s stem, in your birth at Beth - le - hem.
pow’r di - vine, chang - ing wa - ter in - to wine.
gra - cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill.
trum - pet hear, all will see the judge ap - pear.
you may be at your great e - piph - a - ny
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An-thems be to you ad-dressed, God in man made man-i- fest.
An-thems be to you ad-dressed, God in man made man-i- fest.
An-thems be to you ad-dressed, God in man made man-i- fest.
You by all will be con-fessed, God in man made man-i- fest.
ev - er blest, God in man made man-i - fest.

and may praise you,
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The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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2 What pa - tience would wait as we con - stant - ly roam,
3 What rich - es of  kind - ness he lav - ished on  us;
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He wel - comes the weak - est, the vil - est, the poor;
We stood ’'neath a debt we could nev -er af - ford;
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our sins they are man -y, his mer - cy is more.
our sins they are man -y, his mer - cy is more.
our sins they are man -y, his mer - cy is more.
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Praise the Lord! His mer-cy is more!
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sins theyare man -y, his mer - cy is more!

The refrain for stanza 3 is sung three times (twice, with no break between, then a final time).

Tune: Mat

: 83; M:
Textand tune:

2, b. 1983; b.1979
©2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, adi

icense no.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and teach us also to
be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only
ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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FIRST READING GENESIS 50:15-21

1®When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds
a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” *So they sent word to
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: *"“This is what you are to say
to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating
you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their
message came to him, Joseph wept.

8His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,”
they said.

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? ?You intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives. 2!So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.
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103B Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Psalm 103B
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1 Praise, my soul, the King of heav - en; to his feet your
2 Praise him for his grace and fa - vor to his peo - ple
3 Fa - ther - like he tends and spares us; well our fee - ble

4 An - gels, help us to a - dore him; you be-hold him
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trib - ute bring. Ran - somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en,
in dis - tress. Praise him, still the same as ev - er,
frame he knows. In his hand he gent - ly bears us,
face to face. Sun and moon, bow down be - fore him;
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ev - er - more his ©prais - es sing; Al - le - lu - ia,
slow to chide, and swift to bless, Al - le - lu - ia,
res - cues us from all our foes; Al - le - lu - ia,
all who dwell in time and space, Al - le - lu - ia,
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al - le - lu - ia! praise the ev - er - last - ing King!
al - le - lu - ial glo - rious in his  faith - ful - ness!

al - le - lu-ial wide -1ly vyet his mer - cy flows!
al - le - lu - ia! praise with us the God of grace!

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 4:29-5:2

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. **And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. *'Get rid of
all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. *’Be kind
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love,
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Bear with each other and forgive one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
Alleluia.
GOSPEL MATTHEW 18:21-35

ZThen Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother
or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

2Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

Z“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. 2*As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was
brought to him. #Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26« At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and I
will pay back everything.” 2’The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let
him go.

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!” he
demanded.

29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will
pay it back.’

30“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could
pay the debt. **When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and
told their master everything that had happened.

32“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled all
that debt of yours because you begged me to. *Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow
servant just as I had on you?” 3*In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured,
until he should pay back all he owed.

%“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother
or sister from your heart.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Page 8



844 What God Ordains Is Always Good
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he Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt; Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708, abr.
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SERMON

sad - ness will turn my
fill - ing and all my
shield me; so to my
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tears to glad - ness.
sor-row still - ing.
God I vyield me.

GENESIS 50:15-21



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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583 God Loves Me Dearly
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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780 O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright
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