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8th Sunday after Pentecost 
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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                                   
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  Join us after 

the service for coffee.   
 

 
THE CHRISTIAN LIVES AS WHEAT AMONG WEEDS 

 The wheat that grows in the Middle East is a variety that looks much like wild grass or weeds. It is 

difficult to tell wheat and weeds apart until shortly before harvest time, when the wheat stalks develop 

a head containing the kernels of grain. Try and pull the weeds out of a wheat field and you will likely 

pull up a fair amount of wheat accidentally. So you need to wait for the harvest to separate wheat from 

weeds.   

This week Jesus uses that image to illustrate life this side of heaven. Christians are pictured as wheat 

planted by the Lord.  Evil and unbelieving evildoers are pictured as weeds. We might want God to 

take care of evil now—to pull up all the weeds. But he tells us to wait for the harvest. God is going to 

fix the problem of evil in this world, but it might not be today or even tomorrow. What does God want 

us to do while we wait? He wants us to live like wheat among weeds, serving the purpose for which he 

planted us. That means being faithful, fruitful, and mindful of the coming harvest.  
 
 

HYMN: RENEW ME, O ETERNAL LIGHT 689 
 

 

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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FIRST READING                       ISAIAH 44:6–11 

Like wheat among weeds, Christians live surrounded by evil in this world. But God promises that 

the presence of evil in this world does not mean that God doesn’t care for us.  
6“This is what the LORD says— 

 Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: 

I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 
7Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

 Let him declare and lay out before me 

what has happened since I established my ancient people, 

 and what is yet to come— yes, let them foretell what will come. 
8Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 

You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 

 No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 

9All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless. 

Those who would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame. 
10Who shapes a god and casts an idol, which can profit nothing? 
11People who do that will be put to shame; such craftsmen are only human beings. 

Let them all come together and take their stand; they will be brought down to terror and shame. 

 

 

Psalm 62 Psalter page 301 

 
 

SECOND READING                       ROMANS 1:18-25 

Jesus’ parable about the wheat and weeds could give the impression that God is ambivalent 

about evil. But God’s wrath is real and will be fully revealed at the harvest.  

 18The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 

wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known 

about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20For since the creation of the 

world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 

being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

 21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 

but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Although they claimed 

to be wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to 

look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

 24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for 

the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, 

and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

 

GOSPEL                       MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43 
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The Lord has a plan to separate wheat and weeds. Christians will be perfectly separated from 

every evil at the final harvest.  

 24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 

good seed in his field. 25But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat, and went away. 26When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds 

also appeared. 

 27“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your 

field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 

 28“ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

  “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 

 29“ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the 

wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 

First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it 

into my barn.’ ” 

 36Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 

 37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the 

world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the 

evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 

harvesters are angels. 

 40“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 

age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything 

that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 

of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 

  

HYMN: COME UNTO ME, YE WEARY 706  

 

SERMON on Romans 7:15-25a  

 

The service continues on page 162. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: I COME, O SAVIOR, TO YOUR TABLE 670  

 

HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951 

 

The service continues on page 170. 

 

HYMN: I LOOK NOT BACK 815 


