
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 16th, 2023 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 

 

  



July 16, 2023 Page 2 

   

Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

               

 

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the 

service for coffee.  And join us for Bible Study at 11:00 am. 

 

 
 

THE CHRISTIAN IS PLANTED BY THE WORD 

Planting seed by hand can seem magical. In your hand the seed looks insignificant and lifeless. 

Yet you put the seed into the soil, and the natural process of life begins. All by itself, the seed 

germinates and sprouts and reaches to the sun. Except when it doesn’t! Plant multiple seeds and 

often only some, perhaps just a small amount, will sprout. As these few sprouts grow, birds and 

pests and weeds and weather attack. The reality is that once the seed leaves your hand, you are at 

the mercy of forces beyond your control.    

 

Today, God uses that experience from nature to explain the supernatural process by which God 

calls humans to faith through the gospel. The Christian is planted by the Word. The Christian can 

plant the seed of the gospel into the soil of another’s heart. What happens after that is completely 

beyond our control. Yet God promises us that his Word always accomplishes his good purposes. 

God’s Word is powerful, all on its own, without our help.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



July 16, 2023 Page 3 

   

HYMN: WE WALK BY FAITH 830  
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

 

The liturgy continues on page 207. 

 

PSALM 65B: EVERY HEART ITS TRIBUTE PAYS page 323 in Psalter  

 

 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 55:6-11 

God’s Word always works—a seed that produces the fruit that God earnestly desires.  

  

6Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  7Let the wicked 

forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts.  Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have 

mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares 

the Lord.  9“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 

my thoughts than your thoughts.  10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 

return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 

sower and bread for the eater, 11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to 

me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON            1 CORINTHIANS 3:5-11 

We sow the seed of God’s Word, but only God can make that seed grow.  
 

 5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 

God has been making it grow. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 

but only God, who makes things grow. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have one 
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purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9For we are co-workers in 

God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

 10By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else 

is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11For no one can lay any foundation other 

than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23 

Jesus pictures ministry as a sower scattering seed to all with no regard for where it might land.  

 

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the 

shore. 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his 

seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it 

up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the 

soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 

because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 

plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty 

times what was sown. 9Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

 18“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the message 

about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was 

sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The seed falling on rocky ground 

refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since they have no 

root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 

quickly fall away. 22The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but 

the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23But 

the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the 

one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

 

 

HYMN: ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST 644  

 

SERMON 1 CORINTHIANS 6:5-11 
 

 

The liturgy continues on page 210. 
 

 

HYMN: SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING 932  


