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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee.

THE HOLY MINISTRY DEMONSTRATES COMPASSION FOR GOD'S PEOPLE

“When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them” (Matthew 9:36). The Greek word
translated “compassion” refers to a type of love that almost overwhelms one’s emotions. Imagine
a father looking at his little girl lying in a hospital bed near death. The father’s heart aches. That
father would allow the surgeon to cut any organ out of him, without anesthesia, and transplant it
into his daughter, if that’s what it took to save his little girl’s life. That’s the idea behind the
Greek word for “compassion.” Jesus looks at the people and is willing to do anything for them—
to make any sacrifice, even the ultimate one at the cross.

In that same compassion, the Lord of the Church raises up ministers. As those ministers share his

grace and mercy, Christ saves eternal lives. More, he fills those ministers with his Spirit, so that
they also feel compassion for God’s people.
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HYMN: O CHRIST, WHO CALLED THE TWELVE 716

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

The liturgy continues on page 207.

HYMN: ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL (hymn version of Psalm 100) 601

FIRST READING NUMBERS 27:15-23
Moses’ life and ministry were coming to an end. God in compassion for his people had Moses
appoint Joshua to take his place.

®Moses said to the LORD, **“May the LORD, the God who gives breath to all living
things, appoint someone over this community 'to go out and come in before them, one who will
lead them out and bring them in, so the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.”

1830 the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of
leadership, and lay your hand on him. **Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire
assembly and commission him in their presence. 2°Give him some of your authority so the whole
Israelite community will obey him. ?*He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain
decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his command he and the entire
community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command they will come in.”

ZMoses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before
Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. ZThen he laid his hands on him and commissioned
him, as the LORD instructed through Moses.

SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-7
The congregation in Corinth was troubled and divided. Paul wrote them, not out of anger, but out
of compassion—not to shame them, but to warn them.
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This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted
with the mysteries God has revealed. 2Now it is required that those who have been given a trust
must prove faithful. 31 care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, | do
not even judge myself. *My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord
who judges me. *Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes.
He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that
time each will receive their praise from God.

®Now, brothers and sisters, | have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your
benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is
written.” Then you will not be puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the
other. "For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?

GOSPEL MATTHEW 9:35—10:8
Jesus had compassion on the people, and he appointed the twelve to demonstrate compassion
through their holy ministry.

%Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. **When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without
a shepherd. *'Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are
few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

LJesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; ®Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas
and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; “Simon the Zealot and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

SThese twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:

“Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. °Go rather to the lost
sheep of Israel. “As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come
near.” ®Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely
you have received,; freely give.

HYMN: LORD JESUS, YOU HAVE COME 897

SERMON 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-7

The liturgy continues on page 210.

HYMN: O GOD, YOUR HAND THE HEAVENS MADE 751
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