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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

HE LIVES TO GIVE ME EAGER EXPECTATION OF GLORY

The Church waits. The Church in Jerusalem waited for ten days between Christ’s
ascension and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. The Church today waits through the
millennia between Pentecost and Christ’s second coming. We are waiting for the gifts that Jesus
promised. We live in eager expectation of glory!

That glory is not dimmed by earthly suffering. Rather, our current sufferings only remind
us of the glory that awaits us. We are simply following in Christ’s footsteps. First comes the
cross, and then comes the crown. Knowing what is coming lets us view our current troubles as
light and momentary. They cannot mute the joy of living in eager expectation of glory.

While we wait in the time between Christ’s ascension and return, we live knowing that
we will suffer persecution for our faith in Christ, but God will work it for glory.

HYMN: | LOVE TO TELL THE STORY 746 (w. 1,6,7,3)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

The liturgy continues on page 207.
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PSALM 124B: CAPTIVE BIRDS FLY FREE 673

FIRST READING ACTS 1:12-26
Matthias is chosen to join the apostles, who served as eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrection.

Through their testimony, God gave his Church the expectation of future glory.

2Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a
Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 2*When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they
were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. ¥They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

®In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred
and twenty) *®and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy
Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who
arrested Jesus. ’He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.”

8(With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell
headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. **Everyone in Jerusalem heard
about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)

2“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms:

“ ‘May his place be deserted;
let there be no one to dwell in it,’
and,
“ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’
ZTherefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the
Lord Jesus was living among us, #?*beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”

2350 they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and
Matthias. ?*Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two
you have chosen 2°to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he
belongs.” ?Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven
apostles.

SECOND LESSON 1 PETER 4:12-17; 5:6-11
The God of all grace has called us to future glory. Until that time, he encourages us to bring all
our anxiety and cares to him.

12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you. 2*But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the

sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. “If you are insulted
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. *If
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you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a
meddler. **However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear
that name. *"For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us,
what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

®Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due
time. "Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

8Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour. °Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the
family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

©ANnd the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. *To him
be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL JOHN 17:1-11A
Just hours before he would be tortured and killed, Jesus says those events would lead to glory,
both his and ours.

LAfter Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given
him. ®Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent. *I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. *And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world began.

T have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours;
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. "Now they know that everything you have
given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.
They knew with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that you sent me. °I pray for
them. | am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. °All |
have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and | am coming to you.

HYMN: JESUS CHRIST, MY SURE DEFENSE 446

SERMON 1 PETER 4:12-17; 5:6-11

The liturgy continues on page 210.

HYMN: LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS 704
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