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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service.

HE LIVES!

Life is full of either/or moments where you face an unavoidable choice between two alternatives. Here
is the biggest either/or of them all. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. One might ask, “How does
that either/or affect me?” Because Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and Savior from sin. He said the
proof is that he would rise from the dead. “The Son of Man must suffer many things ... be killed and
after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). Thus, if Jesus remains dead, he is both failure and fraud.
However, if Jesus rose from the dead, he proves he is who he claimed to be—the Messiah. And he did
what he came to do—save us.

Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. That means, either Jesus is a complete waste of your time, or he
is your only hope for salvation. If Jesus is still dead, it is completely logical that you should want nothing
to do with him. If Jesus rose, it is only logical that he becomes the center and greatest priority of your
life. Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose. This season of Easter is a 50- day-long celebration of the
fact that the Holy Spirit has answered that either/or for us. We believe this life-changing truth. Christ is
risen! He lives! Throughout this season, we explore what that means.

HE LIVES TO BE MY GOOD SHEPHERD
Every culture has the concept of an ideal citizen, someone who typifies its values. For much of the
United States’ history, the ideal citizen was the American farmer: hardworking, innovative, vital to our
collective well-being. Even some of our first presidents were farmers.

For the people of Israel, the farmer wasn’t their ideal citizen. It was the shepherd. Sheep were an
invaluable source of clothing and food. But they were hard to keep in the Judean countryside. Its sparse
grasslands are intermixed with desert. For sheep, food is sparse, but predators are plenteous. The
survival of sheep was dependent on their shepherd. There he is. Weatherbeaten. Sleepless. Armed. In
the dusk, he scans the land, counting his sheep, making sure they are all accounted for, every one of
them on his heart. You see why Jesus chose the shepherd to illustrate how he cares for us. He feeds us
with his Word. He protects us from that roaring lion, Satan. Jesus is leading us into the green pasture of
eternal life. For centuries, the Church has observed this Fourth Sunday of Easter to celebrate that he
lives to be our Good Shepherd.
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HYMN: BLESSED JESUS, AT YOUR WORD 919

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep.
Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s
house forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Be seated
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FIRST READING ACTS 2:42-47
The early Church was marked by devotion to apostolic teaching and genuine love for one another.
And the Good Shepherd’s flock grew.

*2They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. “*Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by
the apostles. **All the believers were together and had everything in common. “*They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. “Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, *’praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.

HYMN: THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’'LL NOT WANT 955

SECOND READING 1 PETER 2:19-25
St. Peter calls us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer, even if it means that we suffer for doing
good.

¥For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because
they are conscious of God. 2But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong
and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before
God. 2'To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

Z\When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. ?*“He himself bore our sins” in his body
on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have
been healed.” ®For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.

Stand
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GOSPEL JOHN 10:1-10
Jesus is not only our Good Shepherd. He is the gate through which we enter into the green pastures
of salvation.

Y“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate,
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. *But they will
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a
stranger’s voice.” ®Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he
was telling them.

"Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who
have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. °I am the
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find
pasture. °The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
A4 .
/i

y y
[ " | I I I I | il |

& i |

—_—
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 552

SERMON 1 PETER 2:19-25
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: JESUS SINNERS DOES RECEIVE 654

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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HYMN: I LAY MY SINS ON JESUS 798 \
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