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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

A GREATER TYPE OF KING
Pick any head of state: the president, a prime minister, a king. Hopefully, they care about the
people over whom they have authority. But even if they care, they live and operate above the
people. The British royals live in a palace, not a three-bedroom ranch. The President does not fly
coach. He sits in a recliner on Air Force One. There’s nothing wrong with this. Those offices are
worthy of high respect. The point is these rulers live and operate above us. If a thief is breaking
into your home, call 911 and see if your governor shows up. Your governor doesn’t even know
your name! But, cut him some slack. He is only human.

Jesus is not. Jesus is the King of kings, God and man in one person. He knows you intimately.
More! He is willing to do absolutely anything necessary to serve and protect you. We see that this
Holy Week. It begins with Jesus riding a donkey colt into Jerusalem—as the prophet foretold. As
this week nears its end, Jesus is given a crown of thorns. He carries a cross out of Jerusalem and
is nailed to it. Placed on his cross was this sign: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” The sign
was partially right. Jesus is a king, just not of the Jews. He’s our King, infinitely mightier than
any ruler in history, while also being infinitely humbler. King Jesus has come to save us. Those
other heads of state can serve as blessings. But this is the greater type of king that we need most.
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HYMN: THE ADVENT OF OUR KING 309

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through
your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and
branches of palms in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with
perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, how and
forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING ZECHARIAH 9:9,10
The prophet Zechariah foretold of a Savior King who would rule with gentleness and bring
peace to the ends of the earth.

°Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!

See, your king comes to you,
righteous and victorious,

lowly and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

101 will take away the chariots from Ephraim
and the warhorses from Jerusalem,
and the battle bow will be broken.

He will proclaim peace to the nations.

His rule will extend from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

PSALM 24B: WELCOME THE KING Page 113

SECOND LESSON PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11
There is none greater than King Jesus. Yet there is hone humbler than King Jesus.

°In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

®Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
"rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself
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by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

*Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
Othat at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
1and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Verse of the Day:
M: The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:1-11
Look at how King Jesus humbly enters the royal city of Jerusalem. He comes in the name of the
Lord to save us.

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a
donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says
anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”

“This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

%“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” ”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. "They brought the donkey and
the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. °The
crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

OWhen Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
YUThe crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
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HYMN: RIDE ON, RIDE ON IN MAJESTY 411

SERMON MATTHEW 21:1-11
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you
are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate,
but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR 412

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen.

HYMN: CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 511
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